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Israeli time, two hours ahead of GMT, is used. 


AIM 


The Aim of this report is to record the course of the Arab-Israeli 
War in June 19A7. 


Note s— 


Ghapter VIII of the report (Conclusions) has been cleared by 
ACDS (Ops), ACNS(O), DCD(A) and ACAS (Ops). 
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CHAPTER I 


THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST LEADING 
UP_TC THE WAR 


1. In March 1957 ISRAEL completed her withdrawal from the Egyptian 
territory occupied during the SINAI campaign by vacating the GAZA STRIP 

and SHARM EL SHEIKH, thereby returning to the boundaries of the 1948 truce. 
Following the Israeli withdrawal a United Nations Force was installed, on 
Egyptian soil, along the Israeli/Egyptian border and at SHARM EL SHEIKH. 


Qu Despite the defeat suffered by EGYPT in the SINAI, Nasser emerged as 
champion of the Arab cause, His position in the Arab world was further 
enhanced in February 1958 when SYRIA joined EGYPT to form the United Arab 
Republic. The Union was comparatively short lived and it broke up in 
September |96] when SYRIA seceded. 


3. One year later the revolution in the YEMEN occurred and Nasser, by 
providing troops and aircraft to assist the Republicans, became involved 

in a long and costly war from which he could not withdraw without suffering 
a severe setback to his position, which was already considerably eroded by 
the lack of success in the war itself, by the secession of SYRIA, and by 
the many differences between the Arab countries. 


4. The Arabs continued with their assertion that they were in a 
permanent state of war with ISRAEL, a nation which they did not recognize, 
and both the Arabs and the Israelis made heavy purchases of arms in the 
decade after 1957. 


Se The Syrians were particularly intransigent, They raided ISRAEL 
from Jordanian territory and shelled Israeli settlements. These 
"incidents" culminated in Israel's retaliation against the Jordanian 
village of SAMU in November i96(), and in Israeli air attacks on Syrian 
artillery positions in April 1967, when six Syrian MiGs which intervened 
were destroyed. 


6. The Syrian terrorism continued and the Israelis threatened further 
retaliation. Tension mounted and when Nasser was led to believe that 
ISRAEL planned to invade SYRIA he felt compelled to act in order to restore 
his position. On 15 May Egyptian troops moved through CAIRO to SINAI. 


Wie Events moved quickly after this. On 17 May Nasser demanded the 
withdrawal of the United Nations Force from Egyptian territory. On 18 May 
the Jordanian army was placed on a four hour alert and the Israelis began 
to mobilize. Following the withdrawal of the United Nations Force Nasser 
declared, on 22 May, that the STRAITS OF TIRAN would be closed to Israeli 
shipping and on tho following day it was announced that no strategic 
materials would be allowed through the Straits oven in non—Israeli ships. 


8. During the next few days, while world wide diplomatic activity was in 
full spate, troop movements throughout the Arab countries continued to be 
directed against ISRAEL and the military problems confronting the Israeli 
forces were increasing daily. In SINAI the build-up of Egyptian forces 
and the progressive defensive measures assumed to be underway were likely 
to make an Israeli attack on this front increasingly difficult. 


Qu On 30 May King Hussein visited CAIRO and signed a defence pact with 
Nasser, and on the next day IRAQ undertook to support JORDAN, These 
agreements together with the Egyptian/Syrian defence pact concluded the 
previous November resulted in SYRIA, IRAQ and JORDAN being joined together 
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CHAPTER IT 
THE COUNTER AIR BATTLE 


Introduction 


1. This chapter describes the relative air situation of the combatants 
immediately before the outbreak of hostilities and the counter air battle. 
Air support for the ground forces is described in subsequent chapters 
dealing with the land/air battles, For convenience, a summary of the 
results of the air war (counter air battle and air support for the ground 
forces) is at the end of this chapter. 








The Arab Air Forces 


2s The task facing the Israeli Air Force was formidable. The Egyptian, 
Iragi, Syrian and Jordanian Air Forces had deployed some 530 fighters and 
bombers for immediate operational use supported by 212 transport aircraft 
and helicopters (details shorn at Annex "A"), Further away, but pledged 
to a lesser or greater degree to support the UAR in any war with ISRAEL, 
were ALGERIA, SAUDI ARABIA, KUWAIT, MOROCCO, the YEMEN, SUDAN, TUNISIA, 
LIBYA and the LEBANON with a collective potential of a further 250 
fighters and bombers plus 110 transports and helicopters, MOSitunopige ne 
aircraft were high performance Soviet types and backing them was a 
considerable reserve, held mainly in the UAR and ALGERIA. 














3. UAR Air Force. The UARAF had thirty! airfields available, although 
in peacetime the force confined itself to 10 main ones, During the 
period of tension immediately before the war there had been a considerable 
redeployment of aircraft aimed at dispersing the bomber force, reinforcing 
the four SINAI airfields with fighter/ground attack aircraft and returning 
some of the detachment from the YEMEN. Thus, on the morning of 5 June, 
the UARAF was deployed on the following airfieldss 























cle SINAL 


EL ARISH MIG 17 
GEBEL LIBNI MIG 15 
BIR GIFGAFA MIG 21s MIG 19 

















BIR EL THEKADA MIG 17 


CANAL ZONE 

U SUEIR IL 28s MIG 21 

FAYID SU 7s MIG 21s MIG 19 

KABRIT MIG 17s MIG 15s MIG 21 

DEVERSOIR Probably transports and helicopters 





CAIRO AREA 


EL MANSURA MIG 21 

INCHASS MIG 21 

CAIRO WEST MIG 21s TU 16 

CAIRO INTERNATIONAL MIG 21 

ALMAZA MIG 21 

HELWAN Probably experimental aircraft 
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SQUTH OF CAIRO 


BOI] SUEF TU le 

LUXOR TUG 

HURGHADA MC ale seee GSS) 
HAS BANAS Transports 

EL MUJYA Transports 








4. In addition there were 27 SAM sites in the UAH at the outbreak of 
the war equipped with the Soviet SA+2 GUIDELINE eurfaco-to-air missiles 
Each site contained six missile launchers with its own search and fire 
control radare They were believed to have been maintained ina high 
state of readiness and were concentrated in four main areas — the Delta 
(including CAIRO), ALEXANDRIA, ASWAN and along the SUEZ Canal There 
were also many dummy sites scattered throughout the country. Complex 
anti-aircraft defences were also sited round airfields consisting of 
machine guns in the centre with an inner ring of 37mm and an outer one 
of 57mm guns. One or two airfields were also protected by 85mm radar 
controlled guns. There were similarly strong defences for army and 
naval units and around towns, ports, SAM sites and other important 
installations. 


























5s For early vrarning and ground controlled interceptions, the UAR had 
some 30 to 35 radar sites, most of which contained Soviet-made P.3( and 
P.8 radars working together. At the outbreak of hostilities there were 

16 sites in the SINAI, three of which were spaced along the MEDITERRANEAN 
Coaste There were six sites along the west bank of the canal and one 

or two covering the Gulf of SUEZ and the RED SEA as far south as RAS BANAS. 
Others were located along the NILS from ASWAN in the south to CAIRO, and 
the remainder scattered through the Delta and along the MEDITERRANEAN 

coast from PORT SAID to MERSA MATRUH. In addition to this coverage, the 
search radars of the SAM sites were integrated into the defence control 
system. 









































6. A nation-wide control centre in CAIRO co-ordinated all air defence 
activities through three regional control centres. Lime QiKGSjoieSie suLTeCieSucie 5 
radars, SAM sites and AA defences all reported to and received their 
readiness state, orders to scramble and/or launch missiles etc from these 
centrese Each army unit had forward controllers down to battalion level 
to control air support activities in co-operation with the army. 


7. Other Arab Air Forces. The only other Arab.air forces involved 
were those of IRAQ, SYRIA and JORDAN. ALGERIA sent 40 fighters and 
some light bombers to the UAAR between June 8 —- 13, hut they arrived too 
late to be of any consequence. As for the rest, either they were too 
far away from the likely battle area to be of use, or for political 
purposes preferred to give moral rather than actual support. 





8. The Iragi Air Force was normally based at MOSUL and KIRKUK in the 
north, BAGHDAD (RASHID), the two airfields at HABBANIYA and at H3 near 
the borders of SYRIA and JORDAN. Just prior to the-war the Hunter 
squadron at H3 was reinforced from MOSUL and there were reports that 
in May some Iragi Hunters were flown westwards to reinforce the Syrian 
Air Force although these reports were not subsequently substantiated. 
The operational aircraft of the Syrian Aar Force were normally based on 
DUMEIR, SAIGAL and DAMASCUS (MEZZE) airfields, although ALEPPO, HAMA, 
RASIN-EL-ANOUD, T4 West and MARJ RHAYEL were also suitable for jet 
operationSe There was no evidence that aircraft had been deployed 
away from their home bases before hostilities began, Jordanian 
aircraft were based at MAFRAQ and AMMAN. 
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On There were no SAM defences in these countries hut anti-aircraft 
protection for airfie ds and vital points existed. For early warning 

and ground controlled interceptions, IRAQ had 24 P.30 and P.8 radars 
scattered throughout the country, In addition to three Iraqi installations 
sited at MAFRAQ, JORDAN had a Marconi search radar and height finder 
situated at AJLUN near the Israeli herder, and SYRIA a system of Soviet and 
Polish—made radars. 


10. Prior to the outbreak of weir, a Northern Sector joint air operations 
centre had been set up in AMMAN, headed by a senior Egyptian Air Force 
officer, which was theoretically to control and co-ordinate the air 
activities of the Arab countries to the north and east of ISRAEL. For 
various reasons, mainly Arab intransigence and mutual distrust, the 
organisation never became fully effective. Thus, at the outbreak of war, 
the air forcos of the Arab neighbours of ISRAEL were still very much under 
the control of their own commanders operating independently of each other. 


The Israeli Air Force 


11. Against this formidable array the Israeli Air Force could muster 204 
fighter/ground attack aircraft and 58 Fouga Magister trainers modified for 

a ground attack role. The strike force was supported by some 80 transport 
aircraft and helicopters and various light communication aircraft, (Details 
are shown at Annex "B"). The Israeli Air Force was based on its five main 
airfields, ie, RAMAT DAVID, HATSOR, ENRON, HATSERB! and LOD Airport, 
presumably because these had the best maintenance facilities. RAMAT DAVID, 
HATSOR and EKRON had the additional advantage of possessing semi—underground 
aircraft shelters from which aircraft could operate independently for at 
least 24 hours. Some transport aircraft were dispersed at KFAR SIRKIN 
before 5 June and light aircraft made extensive use of strips in the NEGEV. 
TEL AVIV (DOV HOSS) airfield continued to be used by Arkia (Israel Inland 
Airways) and IAF light aircraft and helicopters. 


12. For defence of the airfields and vital points, 180 Hawk missiles were 
deployed in four and a half batteries — two in the NEGEV desert in the south, 
one at LOD iiirport, one in the north and a half on DOV HOSS airfield. 

These certainly provided a useful insurance, permitting more fighter aircraft 
to be assigned to the strike role, In addition, 20mm and 40mm Super— 
fledermaus anti-aircraft guns were employed. 


13. The two principal early warning radar sites, equipped in 1966 with 
American FPS 100, FPS 6 and FPS 89 radars, at MITZPE RAMON in the south and 
MT MEIRON in the north, were both operational at the outbreak of war as 

were the French Ramolo and Crusoe radars at HAIFA and GEDERA near HAiTSOR 
airfield. The Hawk SAM system radars were also integrated into the early 
warning control system. Overall direction of air force operations was 
conducted from a combined operations centre, In peacetime this was undcr— 
ground in the main IDF HQ compound but there is reason to believe that it 
moved to a wartime centre in the RAMLA area during periods of emergency. 

From the combined centre responsibility was delegated to the master radar 
sites and to the main airfields where station commanders played a very active 
part in the conduct of their station's operations. Senior Air Force 
officers were attached to the three operational commands of the land forces 
(Northern, Central and Southern) and ground liaison officers to the major 
fighting units, Similar arrangements existed for close co-operation with 
the Israeli Navy. Throughout the army, air advisers and forward controllers 
operated down to battalion level for the control of air activities in support 
of the ground forces. 
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14. Targets, In essence the plan was simple? to catch the Egyptian 
Air Force on the ground, neutralise the runways and then destroy the 
aircraft, after which full air support could be given to the Israeli 

land forcese The strikes against Egyptian airfields were to be delivered 
in two waves occupying just under three hours, A maximum effort, leaving 
only a few aircraft for air defence, was ia be put into the first wave 
against 10 airfields with the aim of destroying? 














a« The Egyptian force of TU-l6s and II1-28s based at CAIRO WEST, 
BENI SUEF and ABU SUEIR. 





b. Tho MIG fighter bases in the CANAL ZONE and SINAI which could 
interfere with operations? EL ARISE (aircraft only), GEBEL LIBNI, 
BIR GIFGAFA, BIR EL THEMADA, ICABRIT, FAYID and ABU SUEIR. 








15> Time on target for all aircraft was to be 0745. The second wave, 
to follow after 1 to 14 hours, was to attack the other airfields 
including any which the first wave may not have struck or others revealed 
as being used for the dispersal of aircraft. In each wave, the basic 
plan was for each airfield to be attacked by one or two sections of four 
aircraft making one dive-bombing or low-level bombing run against the 
runway(s) and three strafing attacks against the aircraft on the ground. 
It was calculated that three strafing runs would be necessary by each 
Israeli plane to destroy one aircraft (in the event the kill rate was 
much higher). By emphasising accuracy in their attacks the IAF planned 
on being able to exchange ordnance loads for fuel, extend the range of 
their activities and increase the choice of routes to their targets to 
avoid heavily defended areas. The two main waves striking the Egyptian 
Air Force consisted of a number of sections of four aircraft at about 10 
minute intervals against each target airfield. Sections were allowed 

7 to 8 minutes on targets. 
































16, Egyptian EU/GCI radars were not included as targets for the first 
two strike waves. This is significant when considering the steps the 
IALF was to take in its use of ECM and other deception measures to 
achieve tactical surprise. 








17. Over the years detailed target folders had been assenibled and 
frequent reconnaissance sorties had been flown during the two weeks of 
tension before the outbreak of ware Pilots were given weekly examinations 
on the targets assigned for attack, At the end of each four-month 
training period a "Battle Day" was held durin. which pilots would fly 
simulated routes to their targets and make realistic attacks, Once a 
year full-scale exercises involving the whole air force took place. 
Thus only the issue of a single codeword was necessary to put the 
strike plan into operations 























18. Operating Conditions. Leather conditions on the morning of 5 

June were excellent, with unlimited visibility and very little wind. 
Navigation therefore was to present few problems and was based mainly 

on accurate flight planning and flying, cross checked by map reading. 
Except for sea areas, the area of operations was well endowed with 
topographical features, e.g. wadis, hills, coastlines (including the 

SUEZ Canal) and the three east-west road axes running across the SINAI. 
The good weather conditions and relative lack of sophisticated electronic 
equipment in the aircraft were also to assist tho ground crews in 
servicing and turning round the aircraft between sorties. 
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19. TAC LCel SUMoeLSS It was essential for the IAF to achieve 
maximum Ssurprisée By delaying the first strike until 0745 (0845 local 
in CAIRO), the Israelis aimed to "wrong-foot" the Egyptians. They well 
knew the Egyptian Air Force was in the habit of flying dawn patrols each 
morning and landing at around 0830/0845 local CAIRO time for refuelling. 
They then normally relaxed their state of readiness. This was the time 
to strikee A further reason for delaying the first strike until 0745 
was that low-lying mist often occurs in the SUEZ Canal/NILE Delta shortly 
after dawn. By 0745 44 would have dispersed. 

















20. To confuse the enemy and saturate defences, a variety of approach 
routes to targets had been planned for the initial strikes, For some 

time prior to the war the IAF had been flying formations at low level 
westwards out to sea and these exercises had been stepped up during the 
period of tension in late May and early June, This was one of the routes 
from which it was planned to attack the airfields in the Delta and northern 
canal canal zone. Other aircraft were to be routed south and south-west 
ever the SINAI to approach their targets from the west and south-weste 

This route would enable them to use natural features (wadis and high 
ground) both to keep below the radar horizon and to provide good checks 

on navigatione For the attacks on SINAI airfields, where the penetration 
required was relatively shallow, direct low level approaches at high speed 
would be carried oute For the more distant targets, ie RAS BANAS, LUXOR, 
HURGHADA and EL MUTYA, a direct route at fairly high altitude would be 
used since there was no indication of SA-2 sites en route. 






































The Air Strikes against the Egyptian Air Force 


21. Attacks on Airfields. Having taken off under complete radio 
silence, the first wave of aircraft arrived on target exactly at 0745 - 
with the exception of one section which was a few minutes late because of 
the distance of flight. Vautours and Mirages were used for the more 
distant targets (Mirages carrying 1300litre overload fuel tanks reached 
RAS BANAS with 2 x 400 kg bombs), and Ouragans, Mysteres, and Super-— 
Mysteres for those in SINAI, In the majority of the attacks aircraft 
flew in at low level until reaching a pre-briefed Initial Point, where 
they climbed to 7 — 9000 ft, winged over into a dive along the runway axes 
and released at 3000 ft. Bombs were fitted with a 12-second delayed 
fusese 

















22a While the first wave was still on its way back from its targets a 
Dakota Airborne Command Post aircraft, equipped with electronic voice 
relay equipment, was already starting a seven—hour patrol at 10,000 ft 
between BIR HASANE and the Egyptian/lsraeli border sc that first strike 
reports from the low flying fighter bombers could be passed back promptly 
to headquarters. Some messages were passed by automatic transceivers 
in the Dakota, some were received and re-broadcast by operators. 




















23- Attacks on Parked Aircraft. After bombing the runways the Israelis 
attacked the parked aircraft, but left untouched a number of dummies which 
the pilots had no difficulty in recognising because of intelligence 
briefings and the unusual attitude of those "aircraft", Photographs of 
these attacks released later showed the extraordinary precision with which 
they had been carried out. Most Egyptian aircraft appeared to have been 
hit by cannon fire in the region of their cockpits and their fuel tanks 
SS OM Liwac Some ignited and destroyed other aircraft parked alongside. 
Many carrying bombs and ammunition blew up and one Israeli pilot was 
killed when a TU-16 he was attacking exploded in this manner. A Mystere 
Squadron Commander was also hit by fragments of an exploding MIG 21 at 
KABRIT. After crash landing he hid in the dunes and was pulled out by 
helicopter that evening. 
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Within 1 to 1$ hours the second wave was on its way. 
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258 The attacks agains 
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ground. 
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parachute-retarded weapon, with forwa 
permit 
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nsidered that there were still some 
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Vautour 2B (bombs only) were 
TU-los. After putting the runway 


ur 2B circled overhead to draw off ground fire. 
each carried out eight strafing passes destroying 


t airfields had been extraordinarily successful, 


ching most of the aircraft on the 


Twelve of the new parachute-retarded bombs were used success-— 
The Israelis may also have used a retro—rocket 
This may have been a development of the 





rd and rearward firing rockets to 
These enabled 


the attacking aircraft to fly fast and low along the runways to deliver 
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However, the 


majority of attacks against runways consisted of orthodox dive bombing. 
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Deception Plan 


26s There is no doubt that the Isra 
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Only runways at EL ARISE in SINAI, 25 miles from the Israeli border, were 
spared as the airfield was needed for Israeli use after capture? all the 
other airfields were put out of action, 300 Egyptian aircraft had been 
destroyed (290) on the ground and ten in the air), in 170 minutes, for a 
loss by the Israelis of 20 aircraft, The period of unservicability of 
the out of action airfields was extended by dropping more delayed action 
bombs on them at dusk the same evening. 


29. The Israelis did not release any information on the staggering 
success of the initial air strikes until many hours had elapsed, This 
and subsequent delays in releasing news was clearly designed to prevent 
the outside world, particularly the Soviet Union, from taking action to 
bring about a cease fire until certain military objectives had been 
reached. In the event, the execution precisely matched the plan. 
There were not even any small surprises — except perhaps the ease of the 
victory and the extent of the damage inflicted. By noon on 5 June the 
air threat to ISRAEL had been removed and virtually all the Mysteres, 
Super Mysteres and Ouragans weie then allotted to support the ground 
forces, which the Fouga Magisters had been doing since dawn, With air 
superiority assured, the major assault on SINAI continued. 


30. On 7 June the Egyptian SA-2 missile sites just to the west of the 
Canal were having an inhibiting effect on the IAF's support for the 
ground forces by limiting their approach at altitudes to a line 10 miles 
east of the Canal. The Egyptian Air Force tried to lure the Israeli 
aircraft into range of the SA-2 missiles by putting their aircraft over 
the SINAI at 25,000 ft to attract the IAF aircraft and then flying out 
again. The IAF, therefore, mounted strafing attacks against the six 
to eight SA-2 sites causing the annoyance. The tactic was to fly in 
low and fast (600 knots) to knock out the radars first and then the 
missiles. The sites, against expectations, were found not to be heavily 
defended by anti-aircraft fire, The IAF thereby obtained complete 
freedom of action over the Canal. The Egyptians fired some SA-2 
missiles without guidance but the IAF pilots wore able to dodge them 
without much difficulty. 


Air Strikes against the Jordanian, Syrian and Iragi Air Forces 


31. Jordanian Air Force. As the first Isaeli aircraft were reaching 
their targets in EGYPT and SINAI, the Israeli Government passed a message 
to King Hussein through the United Nations Truce Supervisory Organisation 
(UNTSO) in JERUSALEM that JORDAN had nothing to fear from ISRAEL if she 
did not intervene. However, it was not long before Jordanian armed 
forces, under their Egyptian Commander, General Riadh, started shelling 
the New City of JERUSALEM end the narrow waist of ISRAEL including the 
TEL AVIV area. At 1225 Jordanian Hunters were reported attacking 
NATANYA and at 1230 destroyed a Noratlas on KFAR SIRKIN airfield, just 
west of TEL AVIV. 


32. IAF aircraft were therefore ordered to attack AMMAN and KAFRAQ 
airfields and the Marconi radar station at AJLUN. An example of the 
IAF's flexibility was shovm when Mirages, 20 miles south of EILAT en 
route to a target in southern EGYPT, were diverted to attack AMMAN. 
The attacks against the Jordanian airfields were particularly heavy 
since the Israelis wanted to prevent their use as forward bases by the 
Iraqi Air Force. For example, barely 200 yards of runway was left 
undamaged at AMMAN airport which was not reopened until 19 June. One 
Hunter in the circuit at AMMAN was shot down and 19 Hunters, five 
transports and two helicopters were destroyed on the ground at the two 
airfields, These strikes destroyed the RJAF and it took no further 
part in operations, However, the IAF returned to both airfields at 
dusk and dropped delayed action bombs on the runways to disrupt repair 
worke 
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33- Syrian Air Force. The Syrian Air Force reacted at 1230 on 5 June. 
MIG aircraft attacked Israeli settlements at EOT HAMIFRATS AND KURDANI in 
the HAIFA area, the Arab village at BILABUN and KFAR HAHORESH near NAZARETH. 
Three attacks were made on the airfield at MEGIDDO, south of RAMAT DAVID, 
which had been skilfully prepared as a dummy airfield complete with dummy 
aircraft and old Meteors. One MIG flew up runway 27 at RAMAT DAVID 
without attacking and sheared off to attack the more "attractive" targets 

at MEGIDDO. Two MIGs were reported shot down in air battles, As soon 

as these attacks started, the Israeli Air Force retaliated swiftly by 
striking the runways at T4 West, SAIGAL, DUMEIR, DAMASCUS (MEZZE) and 

MARJ RHAYEL. On 5 June, 30 MIG 21s, 20 MIG 17s and 2 II-28s were 

claimed destroyed — the majority on the ground during the attacks on the 
airfields. Delayed action bombs were dropped on the runways before 

dusk to disrupt repair work. 




















34« Syrian Air Force MIGs made sporadic raids into ISRAEL during the 
next two days (probably from HAMA xfhich xvas not attacked by the IAF). 

But they had no effect on the conduct of the Isranli operations on the 
Syrian front which were to be carried out under conditions cf complete air 
supremacy. 








35- Iragi Air Force. Prior to hostilities Iraqi ground forces, including 
armour, crossed into JORDAN and on 5 June were reported moving towards the 
JORDAN Valley from MAFRAQ. In the expectation of Iragi air intervention, 
IAF aircraft attacked H3 Aarfield and claimed six MIG 21 and three Hunter 
aircraft destroyed, The runway at H3 was also attacked with delayed 
action bombs at dusk on 5 June, Iragi aircraft were, however, still able 
to operate and at about 0630 on 6 June, a TU-16 attacked the main street of 
NATALIYA killing a woman and injuring seven others. The aircraft flew on 
out to sea and headed back towards IRAQ passing over RAMAT DAVID airfield 
where it was shot down by 40mm Superfledermaus controlled anti-aircraft 
fire killing the crew. Three 500 lb bombs were still on beard. 











36+ Because Iraqi aircraft were still operating from H3 the RAF struck 

it again on 7 June — the only airfield attack after 5 June, Ia ils 
attack they destroyed a total of 11 aircraft on the ground, Two Vautours 
and a Mirage were lost during this strike, During this action a dogfight 
took place between H3 and HAiBBALTTYA during which a Vautour claimed to have 
shot down a Hunter. On the same day a Mirage, returning from Iraq, was 
hit by an air-to-air missile fired from a MIG 21 at 35j000 ft. The Mirage 
managed to glide back and land at MEGIDDO. After these engagements on 

7 June the Iragi Aar Force took no further part in the war. 


























Vs LEBANON. Although LEBAITON did not officially enter the war, their 
aircraft made a number of passes towards Israeli territory on the first 
daye A Lebanese Hunter was probably shot down by their own anti-aircraft 
fire and the Lebanese claim that one Israeli ahreraft was shot down by a 
Hunter. LEBAiNON is believed to have filed a complaint with the mixed 
Armistice Commission after which the Lebanese Air Force retired from the 
scene. On IAJF pilot who baled out landed in LEBANON and was taken 


prisoner of war. 
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38. Egyptian Air Force. Bfter the devasting attacks against their 
airfields and aircraft on 5 June, the Egyptian Air Force took little 
further part in the war. Aircraft continued to fly in from the YEMEN 
from 5 to 8 June, and by the evening of the 7th the airfields at RAS 
BANAS, CAIRO INTERNATIONA®, ALMAZA, CAIRO LEST, KABRIT and HURGRADA 
were all operating again, On the 6th, 7th and 8th June there were 
sporadic attempts by Egyptian aircraft to give ground support to their 
retreating armies. 
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350 Whenever the Egyptian aircraft did take to the air they were 
pounced upon hy the Israelis who, in dogfights, claim to have destroyed 
ten on the 5£L, 19 on the 6th, 14 on the 7fR and nine on the 8th for 
the loss of not a single Israeli aircraft. The Israelis did lose 

some of their aircraft to Egyptian fighters but these were bounced 
while attacking ground targets and not destroyed in air combat. 





40Q« Air Forces of JORDAN, SYRIA and IRAQ. Details of the action 

taken by the Air Forces of JORDAN,SYRIA and IRAQ during the war have been 
given in preceding paragraphs, Generally speaking, the swift and savage 
punishment meted out to them by the Israeli Air Force on 5 June and again 
to the Iraqi airfield of H3 on 7 June rendered them incapable of further 
effective support to their armies. 








SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS IN THE AIR WAR 
Israeli Air Force Claims 


AVC A summary of Israeli Air Force claims against the Arab Air Forces 
and Armies is at Annex Ce The IAF claim a total of 450 aircraft 
destroyed (396 on the ground, 52 in air combat and 2 by anti-aircraft fire). 


Ae All the Arab aircraft destroyed in air combat were shot down by 
cannone The "pegged" gunsight in the Mirage was very successful and most 
kills were achieved within 400 yards range, Four Matra 530 missiles 
were fired but they all missed? probably because they were launched 
outside the parameters of the weapon, ieee at low altitudes and high "G" 
loadings. According to official reports no Hawk SAMs were fired, but 

an unofficial report says that two missiles were fired destroying two 
aircraft and that one cf them was said to have been a returning IAF 
aircraft which strayed into the sensitive DIKONA area. 


430 Ground equipment claimed to have been destroyed by the IAF includes 
nine trains, 545 tanks (including vehicles with full tracks, eg. SU-100 
SP guns), 227 APCs, 1,326 vehicles, 8 SA-2 sites and ]7 EW/GCI radars. 

It is also claimed that the destruction of the Iraqi mechanised brigade 
at JERICHO and the devastation at the MITLA Pass was achieved entirely 

by air attacks. 








44. An SA-2 site was captured 10 kms north of the SUEZ-MITLA road with 
two missiles on launchers and two or three outside the site. The site 
was arranged in the usual circle of six launchers with a FAN SONG radar 
in the middle, There was no IFF radar or supply area but an oxidiser 
and fuel truck were found, In addition, a P.30 radar was captured 
undamaged in SINAI, while aP.8 radar and a 57mm radar controlled anti- 
aircraft battery of six guns was captured intact on the Syrian border. 


israel ijAi rr oOrcesoperations 
45s Between 5-7 June the IAF mounted about 800 sorties per day.e Later 


in the week this sortie rate eased as the number of targets diminished. 
The high sortie rate caused no piloe/aireratt ratio problems at any time. 





40. The high sortie rate was achieved by virtually 100A aircraft 
serviceability each morning and by very fast turn-rounds, Since almost 
all fighter/ground attack sorties were flown only during daylight hours, 
ground crews were able to spend the nights repairing and servicing 
aircraft for the morning, Aircraft returning with battle damage were 
immediately repaired with riveted pre-cut metal. patches to cover bullet 
holes or pre-prepared material to remedy structural defects, Engines 
suffered very little damage from foreign objects but when necessary 
engine changes were carried out in about one hour. 
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47. Very few "cab rank" patrols were flown by fighter bombers in the 
ground attack role, It normally took between 10-30 minutes from a call 
by the army, for an air strike to hit its target. 


48. It is of interest to note that weapon accuracies in combat were 
reckoned to be better than these achieved in training. 





49. One-third of the fighter/bomber sorties flown were in the battle 
for air supremacy, the other two-thirds were in support of the ground 
iLOMCOS 





50- Ncratlases were used extensively in the air resupply role para — 
dropping supplies and some zero altitude drops were carried OUte 





disvac lal fie Force losees 


51. The IAF lost forty-six aircraft during the war (see breakdown at 
Annex D). Most losses were due to anti-aircraft fire, although a few 
were bounced by Arab fighters while going m on their targets. No 
aircraft were shot down once engaged in a dogfight. Some IAF aircraft 
were lost during the initial strikes when the aircraft they were attack— 
ing blew up. No helicopters were lost, nor were there any flying 
accidents throughout the entire war. 


52 Twenty-two Israeli pilots were killed and eight taken prisoner. 

In addition, it is possible that some navigators flying in 2-seat Vautours 
and Mirages may also have been lost. A number of pilots who landed 
safely were pulled out by helicopter with fighter cover overhead} some 

no doubt baled out or crash landed behind their own lines, However, a 
number of pilots were killed by their captors, Seventeen IAF pilots 
successfully ejected during the ware The Fouga Magisters did not have 
ejector seats and pilots shot doen in these aircraft therefore suffered 
the highest proportion of casualties. Four Vautours and one S.58 
helicopter were badly damaged. 





53. IAF loss rates for all squadrons were 3.24 of the sorties flown 
when attacking UARAF airfields and 1.7]J0 overall against ground targets. 





54. Most of the Israeli aircraft lost in the ground attack role were 
lost whilst attacking Arab army units rather than other targets such as 
airfields and radars. 


The Devastating Arab Defeat 





55. In three hours on the morning of 5 June the Egyptians lost 300 
aircraft, 290 of them on the ground, and all nineteen of their airfields 
containing combat aircraft were put out of action except EL ARISH, which 
was purposely left usable for future Israeli use. Their radars were 
rendered ineffective and sixteen of the sites destroyed by noon, During 
the initial strikes the SA-2 SAMs were totally ineffective as all 

Israeli attacks went in at low levels 





56- The Traoi, Jordanian and Syrian air force defeats were no less 
spectacular- Between them they lost nearly 100 aircraft on the ground 
on 5 June ant a further eleven on the ground and one Hunter in the air 
at H3 in Irag on 7 June, In addition, most of their operational 
airfields were put out of action. 


57. ISRAEL did not bomb HAMA Airfield in SYRIA, from which the few 
Syrian raids on ISRAEL after 5 June emanated, or HABBANIYA in IRAQ on 
which were based the Iraqi TU-l6s, one of which bombed NATANYA in 
ISRAEL on 6 June. From these airfields came the only raids on Israeli 


JcerriEory oe 


Zt] ies 


SECRET 





SECRET 


territory during the ware Omitting to put them out of action with the 
others, left open this constant threat of air attack from the East. 





General 


58s Although the IAF's aircraft losses were very light in comparison 
with those of her enemies (46 against 45(), the IAP nevertheless lost 
19% of her fighter bomber force (39 out of 204). The Arab countries, 
particularly EGYPT and ALGERIA, had a considerable front line reserve 
of operational aircraft which had never been committed to the battle 
(very many were still in packing cases)» Luring and immediately after 
the war the SOVIET UNION had started replacing those destroyed in 
considerable numbers, Thus in a numerical sense ISRAEL was left ina 
worse position vis-a-vis the Arabs, than she had been at the start of 


the ware 
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CHAPTER III 


THE LAND/AIR BATTLES IN SINAI 


THE GROUND 


1. The northern part of SINAI close to the MEDITERRANEAN forms a sandy 
plain merging into soft sand dunes which are a barrier to free movement. 
In places they are passable to tracked vehicles, but with difficulty. 

The sand belt varies in width from 10 miles at EL ARISH WV 7A43 to 30 
miles nearer the SUEZ Canal. 


2. The central plateau is a gravel and limestone area, intersected by 
wadis and a number of rugged mountain ridges, Generally the stony 
plains afford good fast going and the mountain areas can be by-passed, 
except in the west where there are only four known passes for vehicles, 
at BIR GIFGAFA WU 1868, (Highway 3), BIR EL GIDDI WU 0642, MITLA VU 

8921 (Highway 33), and AIN SUDR WT 1098. 


3. The southern half of SINAI is a high mountainous region of plateaux 
and peaks dissected by canyon—like wadis, Ridges rise to 7000 feet and 
the drop to the coast is precipitous. 


4. There is a good road and railway along the MEDITERRANEAN coast line 
and a metalled road from SUEZ to SHARM EL SHEIKH XR 2583. Three main 
road axes cross the central sector: ISMAILIA VU 3(85 to ABU AWEIGLLA 

XV 0713, SUEZ to EL ..QUSAIMA XU 3193, and SUEZ via QAL'ET EL NAKHL 

WU 7209 to RAS EN NAQB xT 8076. 


ORDER OF BATTLE 


5a Prior to the Egyptian build-up of forces in SINAI on 15 May 67, 
there was one Egyptian division along the border and three brigades of 
the 20th Palestine Liberation Army (PLA) Division in GAZA XV 3987. The 
subsequent Egyptian build—up was made public in Israeli propaganda issued 
within a few days of the end of the war. Exact detail of Israeli 
deployment is harder to discover. Israeli security is among the best 

in the world and they have released only what they want to be known. 

The dispositions and strengths of the opposing forces in Sinai on the 
morning of 5 June are assessed as follows: 

(this excludes Egyptian troops West of the SUEZ Canal) 


Egyptian Army 


Headquarters, Egyptian troops in SINAI BIR EL THEMADA WU 4438 
20 PLA Division (100 tanks) GAZA — KHAN YUNIS xv 2468 
7th Infantry Division (100 tanks) EL ARISH — RAFAH XV 1863 
2nd Infantry Division (100 tanks) ABU AWEIGLLA — EL QUSAIMA 
3rd Mechanised Division (200 tanks) GSBEL LIBNI WV 8000 — 

BIR EL HASANA WU7571 
6th Infantry Division (100 tanks) EL KUNTILLA XU 6219 — 

EL THAMAD XT 2583 
Independent Armoured Brigade (100 tanks) WADI GERAIA XU 1050 
A4tn Armoured Division (200 tanks) BIR GIFGAFA — BIR EL THEMADA 
Two Brigades SHARM EL SHEIKH — EL TOR 


Totals: Five Armoured Brigades 
Sixteen Infantry Brigades 
900 tanks 
90,000 men 
/Israeli Army 
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Israeli Army 


Headquarters Southern Command BEERSHEBA XV 7058 
Brigadier General Tal's Division (186 tanks) Pacing GAZA 








One Armoured Brigade 

One Mechanized Brigade 

One Infantry Brigade (motorized) 
(hatte Sabin Nohenay (aus ano (-lol— mann gma Icha L— 





Brigadier General Yaffe's Division (260 tanks) 





Two Armoured Brigades 
One Mechanized Brigade 











Brigadier General Sharon's Division (134, possibly 186, tanks) 


One Armoured Brigade Facing ABU AWEIGLLA 
One Infantry Brigade (motorized) " u n 

One Infantry Brigade (motorized) Facing EL KUNTILLA 
One Parachute Brigade In reserve 





Totals; Fouf Armoured Brigades 
Two Mechanized Brigades 
Three Infantry Brigades (motorized) 
One Infantry Brigade 
One Parachute Brigade 
580, possibly 632,tanks. 


THE EGYPTIAN PLAN 


6 From the evidence available and the disposition of their troops, 

the Egyptian plan appears to have been to fight a defensive battle in 

depth on the principle of three main defensive zones in accordance with 
Soviet doctrines These zones were the forward defences covering EL ARISH/ 
ABU AWEIGLLA, tna GEBEL LIBNI position and the BIR GIFGAFA area astride the 
main roads through SINAI. Shortly before 5 June the Egyptian 6th Division 
was moved south-west to the EL KUNTILLA area. An independent armoured 
brigade was also moved to the area of WADI GERAIA to the north of EL 
KUNTILLA. These movements might have resulted from an intention to 

strike across the southern NEGEV to link up with JORDAN but were probably 
caused by Israeli deception. 


















































THE ISRAELI PLAN 





Je The Israeli plan was governed above all by their fear that the UN 
and/or the great powers would stop them before they could achieve their 
primary aim of destroying as much of the Egyptian army, particularly its 
equipment, as they could. For this reason they decided to attack directly 
the main Egyptian formations in northern SINAI, and after their destruction 
to exploit westward and southward to trap and destroy as much as they could 
of the Egyptian reserve formations5 exploitation to SHARM EL SHEIKH was 
to follow after the achievement of the main aim. 


























8. The Israelis, by the use of bogus wireless nets and camouflaged 
dumiy tanks and vehicles gave the impression that a division, rather than 
a brigade was poiaed near EL KUNTILLA. They deceived the Egyptians into 
believing that there would be an attack in the south followed by a drive 
towards SHARM EL SHEIKH. 








OQ. The Israelis planned two main attacks. Brigadier General Tal was 
to attack initially the Egyptian defences in the GAZA/RAFAH/EL ARISH 

area and Brigadier General Sharon's plan was to close on the ABU AWEIGLLA 
position on D Day and assault during the night D/D + le Brigadier 
General Yaffe was to infiltrate between the two main attacks with one 


brigade to take on counter attacks from GEBEL LIBNI towards EL ARISH. 
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Yaffe's second brigade was to pass through Sharon's division for 
exploitation on the morning of D+ 1. 


ATTACK 
General Tal's Attack 


10. At 0815 on 5 June the Israelis moved forward. General Tal's first 
objective was RAFAH. It was thought to be strongly defended and heavily 
mined in front, so he planned to break through at KHAN YUNTS with one 
brigade and then take RAFAH from the rear, A second brigade was to 
outflank the Egyptian positions to the south of RAFAH and attack these 
positions from the reare 








11. Tal attacked with two brigades up and one in reserve, After sharp 
and heavy fighting, the northern brigade broke through at KHAN YUNIS. 

Two battalions turned left by-passed RAFAH and moved fast along the 
Egyptian rear to SHEIKH ZUEV XV 0456, broke through the defences there 
and continued towards EL GERADI WV 8849; the remainder of the northern 
brigade attacked RAFAH from the rear, Tal's southern brigade had 
attempted to outflank the RAFAH position to the south, but unknown to it 
had left two Egyptian armoured groups intact, The fighting became 
confused and critical for the Israelise Tal called forward a motorized 
infantry battalion from his reserve, directed the motorized infantry 
clearing RAFAH to break out to help the southern brigade, and also 
ordered one tank battalion from the northern brigade, now advancing 

along the coast, to turn back, The arrival of these reinforcements 
finally overwhelmed the Egyptians, but not until two hours after darke 
Meanwhile an independent Israeli brigade started to clear the GAZA strip 
from south to north which it did by attacking the PLA positions and 
dug-in tanks one by one and seizing GAZA itself by 1245 on Tuesday, 

6 Junee Despite fierce fighting around RAFAH, General Tal had at 1600 
on 5 June ordered the remainder of his reserve brigade to advance through 
towards EL ARISH airfield WV 7838. 
































12. They were held up by soft sand south of EL GERADI which had been 
by-passed by the northern brigade but the Egyptian defenders had 
reformed in their concrete defences and were blocking the route again. 

A motorized infantry battalion was brought forward to attack the 
position, which it captured in the evening but with the loss of ten 
tankse The reserve brigade resumed its advance. By midnight 5/6 
June the northern brigade had an armoured battalion in EL ARISH} by the 
following morning the remainder of the brigade was there and the reserve 
brigade had taken the airfield. 











13. While mopping-up continued in EL ARISH on Tuesday morning, a 
mobile task force of engineers, tanks and SP guns set out along the 
coast road with orders to reach the SUEZ Canal, The southern brigade 
had come forward and moved to attack BIR EL LAHFAN some five miles to 
the south. The Israelis had already found Egyptian anti-tank fire to 
be effective, so at BIR EL LAHFAN they engaged the Egyptians at long 
range, exploiting the superior qualities of the 105 mm guns on their 
Centurions, The position was taken by midday without any Israeli 
casualties. 

















General Yaffe's Advance 


14. Yaffe's division was the principal Israeli armoured force, 
consisting of two armoured brigades equipped with Centurions, many with 
105 mm guns. At (815 on Monday 5 June, after the Egyptian morning 
stand-to had been dismissed, he moved forward with only one brigade, 
along wadis and sand dunes, on a route some ten miles south of the 
coast where the Egyptians were clearly not expecting him, and had only 
an outpost position. The Centurions covered the ground well, but 











/movement. . 


= = 


SECRET 





SECRET 


movement was only possible along the dunes parallel to the sea. It was 
impractical to move across them. 


15- By late afternoon he took up position south-east of EL ARISH with 
the aim of stopping Egyptian counter-—attacks towards EL ARISH from the 
GEBEL LIBIH area. An Egyptian armoured brigade made contact soon after 
arrival and a mobile tank battle began which went on through the night. 

The Egyptians used the infra-red equipment on their tanks with some measure 
of skill. 
































16. In tank versus tank engagements the Israeli Centurions outgunned the 
Egyptians, opening fire at 3,000 metres as compared to the 1,500 metres 
used by the Egyptians T54 and T55 tanks. The Egyptians attempted to 
outflank the Israelis, but when the latter started to advance south-west 

at 0400 on 6 June the Egyptians withdrew. Yaffe's second brigade then 
joined him, having moved up through the road opened at ABU AWEIGLLA by 
General Sharon. 














ABU_ AW! 








We General Sharon had an armoured and a motorized infantry brigade in 
his division at the start of the offensivee His task considered by the 
Israelis to be the most difficult of the three initial thrusts, was to 
seize the heavily defended position at ABU AWEIGLLA, thus opening the main 
route across central SINAI. Sharon was to say later that this was the 
most complicated attack the Israeli Army had ever carried out. 








18. ABU AUEIGLLA lies fifteen miles west of the border, where the roads 
from the border, EL ARISH, GEBEL LIBNI and EL QUSAIMA converge; the 
country is open and rolling. One road ran through the northern edge of 
the Egyptian defences, an area of sand dunes some 30 feet high with very 
soft going but with some tracks running through, The southern flank lay 
on a mountaine General Sharon had briefed his troops on a sand model of 
the area, but later the strength and complexity of the defences were to 
surprise theme 

















19. The position was held by a brigade group from the Egyptian 2nd 
Division, probably containing four infantry battalions, about 90 tanks 
and some 150 guns and mortars, A screen of company positions was sited 
between the main defences and the border, The main defences consisted 
of three lines of concreted trenches running north and south for nearly 
three miles, There were minefields in front of and behind the first 
linee The distance between the first and second line was three hundred 
yards and between the second and third was six hundred yards, The 
third line was designed to cover and support the first two linese 











20. Behind the trenches lay artillery positions and tanks, with 
infantry and more armour to guard the rear. The Egyptians did not 
protect the immediate flanks of the trenches in any strength, There 
was a battalion position some miles to the NEW and a separate armoured 
force two miles to the south, Generally the Egyptians faced the front 
only, looking eastwards. 




















21. General Sharon faced several problems, His task was to open the 
road through ABU AUEIGLLA by Tuesday morning so that a brigade from 
General Yaffe'’s division could pass through, He had to achieve his 

aim without "battering his head" against the defences, He therefore 
decided to attack by night from the flank as followss 











ae Armour to swing round to the rear to block reinforcdments. 


be Helicopter-borne troops to approach from the north-west to 
neutralize the guns. 
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Ce Infantry to assault the trench lines from the north in 
echelon. 


d. Artillery to soften up the defences from the front. 


ee Tanks to break through when the infantry had cleared the 
trenches. 


22s Crossing the border at (900 on 5 June, the armoured brigade made 
first contact at 1000. By about 1600 the Egyptian screens had been 
driven in or destroyed and the brigade was established some five miles 
east of ABU AWEIGLLA. Six regiments of artillery followed closely 
behind the armour, and after deploying for action and ranging they fell 
silent ready for the evening barrage. 


23- During daylight of the same day two armoured columns were despatched, 
one via the northern flank to establish itself on the roads from EL ARISE 
and GEBEL LIBNI aith the aim of blocking reinforcements and to attack the 
Egyptians from the rears This column, including a battalion of tanks, 
engineers and heavy mortars struck an Egyptian tank battalion some two 
miles NEW of ABU AUEIGLLA and was repulsed. Close air support was 

called for but a sandstorm prevented the pilots finding the target. 

A second attack was successful, and after engaging further Egyptian 

armour from the south it reached its objectives, A smaller column moved 
off to the south and reached The EL QUSAIMA road after dark. 


24. Before last light on 5 June, two pathfindex helicopters landed to 
the north of the Egyptian gun positions, Having set up an illuminated 
alighting area, a force of helicopters airlifted in paratroopers for the 
next two and a half hours in the dark. The paratroopers' task was to 
neutralize the Egyptian guns, At one time the Egyptians shelled the 
landing area and put the lights out but the airlift was completed 
successfully and no helicopters were lost. 


25. Sharon's infantry brigade (Colonel Kutty) began its advance in 
buses during the afternoon, After a short distance only four wheel 
drive vehicles were able to move so the brigade continued on foot, 
moving after dark into the sand dunes at the northern end of the trench 
lines, 120 mm mortars were moved forward as close as possible in front 
of the main position. 


26. At 2245 the six regiments of Israeli artillery and the heavy 
mortars began a tremendous barrage of fire on the Egyptian fixed defences, 
and the tanks on the EL ARISH road attacked from the rear. At 2315 the 
Israeli artillery fire ceased, Kutty's infantry brigade began to attack 
the first two trench lines and the paratroop battalion moved in from the 
north to attack the Egyptian artillery in the rear. 


27. By about 0300 on 6 June the infantry had rolled up all three 
trench lines for a distance of about one kilometre and were south of the 
main road. Meanwhile the paratroops after making considerable progress 
in clearing the gun positions were engaged by Egyptian tanks, but not 
very effectively, Sharon then withdrew the paratroops and moved his 
armour into the fortified area. 


28 At daybreak the Israeli's caught the Egyptian armour and artillery 
in a state of confusion and by about 0600 the route was clear and General 
Yaffe's second brigade began to pass through and advance towards GEBEL 
LIBNI. 


29s General Sharon then left behind his infantry to mop up. He 
received extra armoured units which converted him into an armoured 
division and began his advance towards QAL'ET EL NAKHL WU 7209 in the 
southwest. General Sharon's force had suffered only 23 men killed. 
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Air Support 


30. As the first waves of fighter bombers were striking Egypt's air— 
fields, Israeli Fouga Magister training aircraft, armed with 68 mm and 

80 mm rockets were giving close support to the army in the KHAN YUNIS and 
RAFAH areas of the GAZA strip. By noon, virtually all the IAF's Mysteres, 
Super Mysteres, and Ouragans were also available to support the ground 
forces in the SINAI. Air attacks were concentrated against tanks and 
artillery positions using bombs, rockets, napalm and cannon. 


31. A number of interdiction sorties were also flown to limit Egyptian 
ground movement into the forward areas, The IAF aircraft normally started 
their attacking runs from the canal side of the SINAI and worked eastwards 
towards their own ground forces, This tactic had the advantages of 
achieving surprise, avoiding attacks on friendly forces, and ensuring that 
the aircraft were heading towards friendly territory in case they were hit. 


32. On 6 June the IAF continued to support the ground forces against all 
moving enemy tanks and blocked off the ABU AWEIGLLA — GEBEL LIBNI and 
EL QUSAIMA — BIR EL HASANA road axes. 


33. The 68 mm and 80 mm rockets and the 20 mm and 30 mm armour piercing 
ammunition were very effective against the tanks. Many of the Egyptian 
tank crews were caught with fuel in their exterior tanks and consequently 
many of the tanks hit were set on fire. 250 and4QQ kg bombs bursting a 
few metres away from the Egyptian tanks often turned them over, During 
their attacks on tank and vehicle concentrations, the IAF aircraft met some 
very heavy anti-aircraft fire and a number were lost. 


34. During the afternoon of 6 June an IAF party flew into EL ARISH 
airfield by helicopter, By 2100 the first transport aircraft were landing 
on the gooseneck lit runway, From this time on, as the lines of communic— 
ation lengthened, Noratlases, Dakotas, Stratocruisers and helicopters were 
employed by day and night on an increasingly large scale to fly in and drop 
supplies of POL, water, food and ammunition to the rapidly advancing ground 
forces. 


35 = At EL ARISH, the Israelis captured seven hundred and at GEBEL LIBNI 
eight hundred 80 mm rockets. These were transferred to IAF airfields and 
used without modification against targets in JORDAN and SYRIA. 


PURSUIT 
Land Operations 


36. At 0200 on 7 June, Tal and Yaffe met near GEBEL LIBNI to receive 
further orders and to plan and co-ordinate their advance, It was agreed 
that Tal's Armoured Division would advance from GEBEL LIBNI astride the 
road to BIR GIFGAFA and thence to the SUEZ Canal in the ISMAILIA area, 
and that Yaffe's Armoured Division would advance astride the road through 
BIR EL HASANA to the MITLA PASS. 


37 = Tal's mobile column continued its advance along the coast road 
towards the SUEZ Canal, The remainder of his forces co-ordinated a dawn 
attack on BIR EL HAMMA WU 5288 with an attack by one of Yaffe's brigades 
on BIR EL HASANA. 


385 Having cleared BIR EL HAMMA, Tal pressed forward again breaking 
through isolated pockets of resistance and, after an engagement south 
east of BIR GIFGAFA, blocked the pass by nightfall, An armoured 
regiment continued westward to prevent the movement of Egyptian rein-— 
foroements from the Canal area. 
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39- BIR EL HASANA, a large Egyptian Army camp, was not fortified like 
the positions near the border and was probably occupied by a brigade of 
3rd Division and the armoured brigade already encountered by Yaffe. 

In vain the Egyptians attempted to defend the position, They placed 
eighteen tanks in line across the road regardless of the lie of the land, 
but here again the High Explosive Squash Head (HESH) and Armour Piercing 
Discarding Sabot (APDS) ammunition used by the Israelis destroyed the 
Te54 and T.-55 tanks at 35000 metres. 








40. After brushing aside the opposition at BIR EL HASANA, Yaffe sent 
two battalions of tanks under Colonel Iska towards the MITLA PASS. 

At this stage the retreating Egyptians were mingling with the fast moving 
Israeli convoys heading weste An Israeli tanks ran out of fuel they 
engaged the passing Egyptian tanks while their comrades sped one One of 
Iska's battalions reached the entrance to the MITLA PASS with fourteen 
tanks, seven of which were towing the other seven which were out of fuel. 
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41. On 7 June while continuing to interdict the movement of Egyptian 
ground forces towards the battle area from the Canal, the IAP attacked 
targets in the areas of KUNTILLA, BIR EL THEMADA, QAL'ET EL NAKHL, 

BIR GIFGAFA and the MITLA PASS with the object of trapping the Egyptian 
forces to the east. 


SHARM-EL-SHEIKH 


A? ith the ever present risk of a ceasefire and with the breakthrough 
accomplished in the north of SINAI, an Israeli naval force of three MIBs, 
two LCMs and two police boats, carrying some one hundred men and four 
half tracks, set sail on the evening of 6 June from EILAT XT 7980 for 
SHARM EL SHEIKH. During the night most of the Egyptian garrison at 

SHARM EL SHEIKH withdrew but about a commando battalion remained. The 
Israelis landed mid-morning on 7 June and captured SHARM EL SHEIKH 

without a fight. Shortly afterwards four Mirages bombed the airfield 

and then three Super Frelon and thirteen S-58 helicopters landed troops 
who secured it without opposition. Following the capture of the airfield 
the main force of paratroops and commandos were landed in three Dakotas 
and fifteen Noratlases. There was seme sporadic fighting for about three 
hours and eighty prisoners were taken- 









































ENCIRCLEMENT 


Er The stage now was one of tank action with the Israelis moving to 
surround the Egyptians and destroy theme 


44. By the evening of 7 June the Israelis had reached ROMANI VV 6832 
and leading elements had reached the Canal. A battalion of light AMX 
tanks was some 20 miles from ISMAILIA to block Egyptian reinforcements 
and two tank battalions were at BIR GIFGAFA. Two tank battalions, 
although depleted in strength, were blocking the MITLA PASS, and General 
Sharon was advancing on QAL'ET EL NAKHL. 











45. There was desperate fighting as the Egyptians tried to break out. 
They fought well particularly in the north where, during the night WS 
June, forty T54 tanks attacked the Israeli AMX tank battalion which was 
forced to withdraw, General Tal despatched a medium tank company to 
help it and ordered his northern brigade to move south to attack an 
Egyptian mechanised brigade attempting to break through at BIR GIFGAFA. 

















46. From the afternoon of 7 June, through the night, and until the 
following evening a constant stream of Egyptian men, vehicles and armour 
made frenzied attempts to get through the MITLA PASS. During the 
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moonless night of 7/8 June, Israeli Vautcurs kept the MITLA PASS battle— 
field illuminated by continuously dropping flares, The road was littered 
with tanks and vehicles knocked out by gun fire and air strikes. Colonel 
Iska's force was down to two rounds per gun when General Yaffe relieved 
him with his second brigade at 0300 on 8 June while the fighting continued. 
During the night General Yaffe's second brigade fought its way through the 
MITLA PASS and by midday on 8 June had reached the SUEZ Canal near the 
Ferry VU 5923« Another column from this brigade headed south-west from 
the MITLA PASS and reached HAS SUDR VT 7073 on 8 June, At the same time, 
part of Yaffe's first brigade had reformed and moving through the WADI 
GIDDI WU 0742, reached the SUEZ Canal at the southern end of the LITTLE 
BITTER LAKE VU 6040. 


47. Meanwhile, one brigade of Tal's division advanced from the area of 
BIR GIFGAFA to the Canal at ISMAILIA where it joined up with part of the 
force from the coast road which had continued south from EL QANTARA VV 
3614. 


48. On 8 June air strikes continued along the thirty or so miles of the 
central and southern road axes leading to the Canal, These strikes 
assured the virtual annihilation of the Egyptian armoured and other vehicles 

trying to escape westwards, Increasing numbers of air supply missions 

were flown for the Israeli ground forces and a force of airborne troops 

was landed by helicopter near RAS SUDR. 


49. Meanwhile, General Sharon continued his advance on QAL'ET EL NAKHL 
soon after dawn on 7 June. En route he came upon a brigade of Egyptian 
JS 3 tanks in formation m the desert — intact but deserted, On 8 June 
he reached QAL/ET EL NAKHL just in time to lay an ambush for an Egyptian 
armoured brigade which was retreating before an Israeli Brigade advancing 
from EL KUNTILLA through EL THAMAD. In a fierce engagement in which he 
called in aircraft with napalm the Egyptians were routed, 50 Egyptian 
tanks, 300 vehicles, and two regiments of artillery together with anti- 
tank and anti-aircraft batteries were destroyed. 


50- Sharon then moved west towards the Canal but by the early hours of 
Friday 9 June it was all over in SINAI. The Egyptian Army had been broken. 


CASUALTIES 


Israelis Egyptians 


Killed 395 “Killed and Missing 20+25,000 
Wounded 1250 Prisoners 5,500 
Wounded 20,000 
Tanks lost 600 


“These figures include also those 
who died in the desert making their 
way back to the Canal after the 
fighting. 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE LAND/AIR BATTLES IN JORDAN 


HIE GROUND 


The ,/est Bank of JORDAN 


1. Between LAKE TIBERIAS and the DEADSEA lies a highland region inter— 
spersed by small plains and open valleys. The highest features are over 
3,000 feet above sea-level. The slope to the JORDAN Valley is steep and 
the walls of the valley form an obstacle to transverse movement except on 
the few established routes. Some north=south movement along the valley 
floor is possible but it is hampered by dense vegetation near the river 
and by areas of badly disseoted ground, The area is well terraced and 
cultivated, but between JERUSALEM YA 1017 and JERICHO YA 3227 and south— 
wards the landscape changes, becoming rugged and harsh with bare rocks 
and sandy soil. 


2a At JENIN YA 1694 the ground opens out northwards and over the border 
with ISRAEL into a large flat plain with good cross-country going for 
vehicles. Southwards there is fair going in some of the valleys and wadis 
leading to the River JORDAN but generally cross=—country movement is 
difficult off roads and established routes. 


JERUSALEM Area 


3. The high ground to the north of JERUSALEM = between JERUSALEM and 
RAMALLAH YA 0832 -— is important to the defence of the Jest Bank. The 
Israelis consider that whoever holds it, hold the Jest Bank. Reaching its 
highest points mainly on the line of the JERUSALEM — RAMALLAH road it slopes 
gradually downwards on either side forming a complex system of terraced 
hillsides and gullies, The roads and tracks are difficult and it is bad 
going for armoured vehicles. 


ORDER OF BATTLE 
ISRAEL 


4. The Israeli-Jordanian border lies within all throe Israeli Commands — 
Northern, Central and Southern, There was no fighting in the Southern 
sector. The thoroughness of Israeli security has made it difficult to 
ascertain the exact size of their forces at the time, but it is probable 
that by midday Monday 5 June, their dispositions were: 

One Infantry Brigade JERUSALEM 

A Detachment (120 men) JERUSALEM, MOUNT SCOPUS YA 126203 
One mechanised Brigade RAMLA XA 7834 


One Parachute Brigade En route JERUSALEM from 
reserve for the SINAI front 


One Brigade Facing TULKARM XA 9177 — 
QALQILIYA YA 8564 


Two Armoured Brigades Facing JENIN 


JORDAN 

Nest of the River JORDAN 

29 Infantry Brigade HEBRON YV 0090 
3 Infantry Brigade JERUSALEM 

27 Infantry Brigade JERUSALEM 

2 Infantry Brigade RAMALLAH area 
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One Commando Battalion (Egyptian) LATRUN XA 8824 








One Infantry Brigade TULKARM area 

One Infantry Brigade JENIN : 
One Infantry Brigade DAMIYA YA 5835 

60 “trmoured Brigade Just north of DEAD SEA, west of 





River JORDAN 


Bast of River JORDAN 


40 Armoured Brigade SALT YA 5848 

One Infantry Brigade IRBID XB 6806 

One Infantry Brigade AMMAN YA 7739 

One Infantry Brigade MA'AN-AQABA 

One Iraqi Brigade En route to JORDAN Valley 


Total: Ten infantry brigades, two armoured brigades. 


THE JORDANIAN PLAN 


5. Prior to the Jordanian/Egyptian pact on 30 May, Jordanian plans were 

essentially defensive in nature. These plans were clearly abandoned es 
following the pact and the appointment of the Egyptian General Abdul Muniam 

Riadh as Commander of the Arab forces in JORDAN. 








Gn The extent of Jordanian planning for offensive action following the 
appointment of General Riadh is not know. It is possible that plans were 
being prepared for the combined Iragi/jordanian forces to isolate JERUSALEM 
and also to thrust westwards to the coast across ISRAEL's narrow waist and 
divide the country in two. 




















7e However, the war started before the Iragis had crossed the JORDAN and 

the Jordanian's role became one of attempting to relieve the pressure on - 
the Egyptians in SINAI, This they did by threatening JERUSALEM and by 

shelling and mortaring Israeli towns, settlements and airfields. 





THE ISRAELI PLAN 





Sa while the first airstrikes were going on in EGYPT, the Israelis sent 
a message to King Hussein through General Odd Bull, the UN Commander, 
saying that ISRAEL would not initiate any action against JORDAN, but that 
if JORDAN should open hostilities, ISRAEL would reply with all her night. 
This message was rejected by King Hussein. 














9. The Israelis claim that, even after the pact was signed between 
Hussein and Nasser on 30 May, it was their intention to be on the defensive 
against JORDAN, This was military sense and certainly true while they were 
uncertain of the outcome of the campaign against EGYPT. 

















10. By midday on 5 June the Israelis knew that they had won the battle 
for air supremacy. However, by the afternoon of 5 June, when the Israeli 
decision to attack JORDAN was taken, the campaign in SINAI, although going 
well, was by no means over. 


11. The speed with which the Israelis took the offensive against JORDAN 
in, as they claim, retaliation for Jordanian shelling across the border and 
pressure in the JERUSALEM area suggests that the Israelis were vitally 
concerned to eliminate all Arab Forces on the west Bank at the earliest 
moment and before a cease fire could be imposed. 
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THE COURSE OF THE BATTLES 














12. About 0830 on 5 June, the Jordanians began shelling in the JERUSALE 
area; starting sporadically this gradually increased in intensity. By 
1130 the shelling and mortar fire’had spread along the entire: front. : The 
Jordanian artillery, including 155 mm guns, was firing on, among other 
places, LOD XA 7937, the outskirts of TEL AVIV XA 7050 and in the vicinity 
of RAMAT DAVID Airfield YB 0516; several Kibbutzim were among the targets 
hit. When the Israelis realized that the Jordanian fire was more than a 
token of Arab solidarity they xeilied in kind. 














13. A jordanian attack on NATANYA XA 7478 by Hunter aircraft resulted in 
the first retaliatory airstrikes by ISRAEL at about 1225. By 1245-the 
Jordanians were attacking MOUNT SCOPUS and by 1400 they had occupied GLd 
Government House YA 119155 - the UN Headquarters in JERUSALEM, south of 
MOUNT ZION. 


14. About the same time the ISRAFLI G.H.Q. issued the order to counter 
attack and the movement developed at several points along 100 miles of 
front from JENIN to JERUSALEM. It is difficult to establish the exact 
course of the battles. They are now described first with a summary from 
the Jordanian point of view, followed by accounts of the actions of the 
Israeli forces. 

















ACTION OF THE ARAB ARMY IN JORDAN 


15e The Jordanian troops were driven out of the Government House area at 
1550 on 5 June by an Israeli counter attack. At the same time the 
Jordanians reported probes north of JENIN, at TULKARM, RANTIS XA 9145 and 
LATRUN. By 1600 heavy fighting was in progress in JERUSALEM and in the 
MOUNT SCOFUS areas In the rear areas an Iraqi brigade was pinned dorm 

by Israeli air attacks at H5, half way across JORDAN on its way from IRAQ. 
By now the small Royal Jordanian Air Force had been destroyed. 








16. At 1700 the brigade at JENIN came under attack from Israeli armour, 
and the Jordanian reserve infantry brigade at DAMIYA was brought up in 
support. The Isxaelis made holding attacks at TULKARM and QALQILIYA. 
Fighting continued through the night, but only at JENIN did the Israelis 
penetrate more than 10 kilometres. 


17. Either late on 5 June or early on 6 June Nasser requested King Hussein 
to counter-attack from HEBRON towards BEERSHEBA, to link up with UAR forces 
which he said had penetrated into ISRAEL, The Egyptian General Riadh gave, 
with the King’s agreement, the order for this attack. Thereafter there was 
indecision and at times chaos in the high command of the Jordanian Army. 

















18, At this time, one battalion of 40 Armoured Brigade was moving north- 
wards from DAMIYA following an Israeli deceptive movement in the BEIT 
SHEAN Valley YA 3598 while the remainder of the Brigade was enroute to 
JENIN. 40 “rmoured Bxdgade was ordered to turn south to secure the area 
north of the DEAD SEA vacated by 60 -umoured Brigade which was making for 
HEBRON to carry out the attack towards BEERSHEBA requested by Nasser. 
































19. Ahile 40 Armoured Brigade w7s moving south, an Israeli armoured 

brigade renewed the attack on JENIN. Once again 40 armoured Brigade turned 
in its tracks and made for JENIN. By the time the brigade reached the 
battlefield some tanks had run out of fuel and the mobility of the remainder 
was restricted by fuel shortage. On making contact with the forward 
elements of the brigade the Israelis withdrew, called up air support and 
destroyed the Jordanian tanks piecemeal. 

















20. Just before this 60 urmoured Brigade was located by the Israelis 
between JERUSALEM and HEBRON and it was destroyed by air attacks. 
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21e The Jordanian Army had lost its air suoport at the start and was now 
without its armour. 


22. Israeli air support was having a powerful effect both by day and also 
at night when flares were used. All Jordanian movement was restricted and 
the supply system broke down. Vehicles ran out of fuel and the guns in 
the JERUSALEM area were without ammunition. 








23. Throughout 6 June King Hussein tried to obtain a cease fire. It was 
agreed on 7:June at 0400 but was promptly broken. 


24. At 0200 on 7 June the Jerusalem Brigade was ordered to withdraw. The 
Iraqi mechanised brigade, which had crossed the River JORDAN and was between 
JERICHO and JERUSALEM, was ordered to support the withdrawal. It came 

under heavy air attack and withdrew in confusion. 














25e The Jordanian units at HEBRON, uninvolved so far in the fighting, were 
ordered to withdraw early on 7 June. They were immediately attacked by 

Israeli aircraft, forced to abandon their vehicles and continued the retreat 
on foote 











26. An Egyptian commando battalion from the LATRUN area attacked Israeli 
unitse Their attacks and sabotage extended to the RAMLA district and 
villages in the vicinity and they were still being rounded up by the 
Israelis cn 8/9 June. 








ISRAELI ACTION 


Central Command Sector 














27. Israeli operations on the ground to secure JERUSALEM were carried out 
by three different brigades. The JERUSALEM brigade counter-attacked to 

the south of the Old City, a parachute brigade attacked to the north and 
east of the Old City, and a mechanised brigade thrust to the north-east 
from between LATRUN and JERUSALEM to secure the ground between JERUSALEM 
and RAMALLAH which was vital not only to the security of JERUSALEM but also 
to the whole of the ifest Bank. 
































28. Elsewhere in the central sector, a mechanised Parachute Force having 
cleared the LATRUN salient advanced on RAJ ‘ALLAH with the mechanised brigade, 
and a reserve Infantry Brigade pushed two columns through QALOQILIYA and 
TULKARM - the latter directed on NABLUS. 


29. Jerusalem Brigade, Following the seizure of Government House, units 
of the JERUSALEM Brigade (Colonel Amiti) counter-attacked and secured the 
area by 1550 on 5 June. The brigade continued southwards and by 2000 had 
taken SUR BAHIR YA 1113 thus cutting the road between JERUSALEM and 


BETHLEHEM YA 09106 

















30. In the early hours of 6 Juno an attack was mounted on ABU TOR YA 
109167, which overlooked the JERUSALEM railway station. After heavy house 
to house fighting ABU TOR was taken. 

















31e At 0800 on 7 June, simultaneously with the paratroopers attack on the 
Old City, the brigade launched an attack from MOUNT ZION YA 111174 to clear 
the area south of the Old City. 


32. Later in the morning Colonel Amiti massed his men in the vicinity of 
RAMAT RAHETi YA 1013 in readiness for an advance on BETHLEHEM and HEBRON. 
The attack started at 1400. Since the Jordanians had abandoned the BEBRON 
area around midday fighting was comparatively light and the Israelies were 
in BETHLEHEM and HEBRON by the eveninge 


























33. On the morning of 8 June a small armoured group of the brigade joined 
up with units from the Southern Command at DHAHIRIYA XV 8777. 
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34, Parachute Brigade, on 5 June, a parachute brigade (Colonel Gur) was 
waiting, in reserve, for action at an airfield in the Flains. At 1200 
one battalion was ordered to move to JERUSALEM but later, at about 1700, 
the whole brigade was ordered to move. 


35. Colonel Gur's task, with two battalions was thecapture of the 
heavily fortified Police School YA 108203 and SHEIKH JARRAH YA 112200 
to the north of the Old City. The unit commanders were not familiar 
with the area and preparations for the assault took seme time. 





36. It was not until 0220 on 6 June that the paratroopers with 
artillery and tank support began their fight forward under heavy fire 
through the Jordanian defences. The Police School was taken at 0345 
after bitter fightinge 106 of the 200 Jordanian defenders were killed 
as were 40 of the 500 strong attacking Israeli battalion. 





37 During the hours of darkness searchlights and flares were used to 
aid the artillery and aircraft supporting the attack. 


38, At 0400 the third battalion of the parachute brigade attacked 
southwards towards HEAODS GATE YA 115188. By dawn on 6 June the 
Parachute Brigade had taken SHEIKH JARRAH and established contact with 
the Israeli Police Force in the MOUNT SCOPUS enclave. They had also 
advanced to the wall of the Old City and towards the MOUNT OF OLIVES 
WA 130085) Sas. cE Ene Cla City. 





























39. The Israeli G.H.Q. would not allow the Parachute Brigade to attack 
the Old Aity during the morning and their advance lost momentum during 
the day. Jordanian small arms and anti-tank fire from commanding 
positions on the wall of the Old City pinned the Israelis down. Just 
north of JERUSALEM at FRENCH HILL YA 115210 the Parachute Brigade linked 
up with the Mechanised Brigade whose movements will be described later. 




















40. It was then decided to seize the heights to the east of JERUSALEM 
(AUGUSTA VICTORIA) YA 1319 before attacking the Old City. The attack 
was timed for 2300 on 6 June but after dark the Israelis continued to 
suffer casualties from anti-tank fire and they also suspected that the 
Jordanians were about to counter-attack with armour. The attack was 

delayed until 0800 on 7 June. 





41. Following a half hour aerial bombardment and artillery barrage, the 
attack on AUGUSTAVICTORIA went in through the built-up area while the third 
parachute battalion was ordered to break through the City wall and reach 
the Temple Mount 117182. AUGUSTAVICTORIA was found to be deserted and 
the Brigade Commander turned his whole strength to attack the Old Caen 
After ten minutes of heavy shelling, tanks, half-tracks and the infantry 
moved forwarde With the Brigade Commander leading the Israelis broke 
through St Stephens Gate YA 119185 at 0950 and into the Temple Mount where 
the Governor surrendered the Old City. 











42. Mechanised Brigade. A Mechanised Brigade (Colonel Ben-Uri) left 
RAMLA on 5 June at 1300 with orders to seize the high ground between 
JERUS.JiEM and RAMALLAH. Moving in three columns to its: start positions 
between the LATRUN salient and JERUSALEM the Brigade reached the front 
line at 1700 and went forward without pause along three axes, the central 
axis of which ran due north from the CASTEL YA 0420. 


43. Tanks led the way, each tank directed on to an individual bunker 
already identified from air photographye They sacrificed safety for speed. 
The foremost bunkers were taken by 1900¢€ The force had no flail tanks so 
the infantry cleared the mines in the dark and suffered some 40 casualties 
from exploding mines. 








44. By 0400 on 6 June forward troops had reached the ridge running from 
BEIT LIOYA XA 9528 and at dawn NEBI SAM.IL YA 0624 three miles from the 
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JERUSALEM-RAMALLAH road was taken. At 0600 the Brigade reached the cross- 
roads YA 1023 on the JERUSALEM-RAMALLAH road and ambushed an approaching 
Jordanian armoured force, destroying fifteen tanks. 














45, At 0700 a mechanised paratroop group placed under Colonel Ben-Uri's 
command took LATRUN and then moved rapidly along roads towards RAMALLAH. 





46, Units of the brigade moved southwards and after some fighting took 
the FRENCH HILL just north of JERUSALEM where they linked up with the 
parachute brigade, 








4], Late in the afternoon of 6 June two battalions of the mechanised 
brigade advanced northwards and entered RAMALLAH at 1900, The tanks crossed 
and recroseed the city several times and within 45 minutes, after some 
resistance, it fell silent. The Israelis withdrew from RAMALLAH at night 
and took up positions to the north and south. The city was mopped up on 

the morning cf 7 June. 





48. During the morning of 7 Cune units of the mechanised brigade linked 
up with the forces from the northern Command south of NABLUS. 





49. By the end of the day JERICHO had fallen and the Israelis had reached 
the River JORDAN. 





Northern Command Sector 

50. In the north the Israelis attacked with a mechanised brigade and an 
armoured brigade in the vicinity of JENIN with the object cf breaking through 
the Jordanian defences and seizing NABLUS YA 1367 the main centre of 
communications on the Jest Bank. 





Gill tee Ligh Oxecleie ico «clomuclerallly ilo Woliieerele Lol it Telecel elie wisic, Tels sreeveLitis 
made a deceptive movement in the BEIT SHEAN Valley which, as previously 
mentioned, drew off a batallion of the Jordanian 40th Armoured Brigade. 














52. At 1700 on 5 June the Mechanised Brigade began its attack on JENIN 
advancing astride the MEGIDDO YB C407 - JENIN road. Another column from 
the same Brigade advanced from the area of SIN ES SAHLA YA 0297 towards 
YABAD YA 0492. The aim was to outflank JENIN and to attack the town from 
the south. 





53, The Jordanian 25th Infantry Brigade in JENIN and the low hills around 
it was supported by tanks and some fierce fighting took place during the 
night. By early morning of 6 June JENIN was captured. 





54. During the night, early on 6 June, the Armoured Brigade advanced east 
of JENIN through DEIR ABU DASF YA 2394 with orders to advance on TUBAS YA 
2379 and to seize NABLUS from the north east. 





55. By the evening of 6 June these forces had reached the general line of 
the road junctions YA 0988 and YA 1886. 


56. On 7 June, the Mechanised Brigade advanced south from JENIN to 
approach NABLUS from the northwest while the Armoured Brigade advanced 
through TUBAS to take NABLUS from the rear. At TUBAS a force, which was 
detached from the Armoured Brigade, moved southeast to the River JORDAN 


at DAMIYA. 











Air Support 

57. On 5 June the IAF attacked Jordanian artillery positions situated 
behind the high ground to the east of JERUSALEM, t also attacked 
Jordanian reinforcements moving up towards JERUSALEM from the JORDAN 
Valley. 
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58. This support was continued into the night by the light of flares and 
of a searchlight rigged up on top of the Trade Union building of the New 
City of JERUSALEM. 


59. To augment the air support available against JORDAN, twelve Fouga 
Magisters were transferred from HATSERIM to RAMAT DAVTD on the morning 
of 6 June. 


60. Throughout the day the JAF maintained continuous air strikes against 
the Jordanian and Iraqi ground forces, particularly in the areas of JENIN, 
JERUSALEM, the ALLENBY Bridge YA 4030 and JERICHO, and also against the 
Jordanian guns still firing across the border. The weapons included rockets, 
cannon, bombs, and also napalm, which although used mainly against tank and 
vehicle concentrations was not drooped on troops. The Israelis found that 
the profile of napalm attacks drew a lot of A.A. fire and only 600 napalm 
containers were dropped on all fronts during the war, The attacks against 
the Jordanian and Iraqi armoured units were most effective and prevented 
many of them, particularly in the JENIN and JERICHO areas, from ever 

going into battle. 


61. On 7 June air strikes continued during the morning only. Thereafter 


the Arab forces were withdrawing, as best they could, to the east bank of 
the River JORDAN. 


CASUALTIES 


Israelis J ordanians 


Killed: Killed and missing . 3,000 (approx) 
Jounded: Founded 760 
Prisoners 463 
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CHAPTER V 


THE LAND/AIR BATTLES IN SYRIA 


THE GROUND 


1. The border between SYRIA and ISRAEL is some 40 miles long. For 
most of this distance on the Syrian side the ground rises sharply from the 
JORDAN Valley making ideal ground for defence. The general angle of 
these hare slopes is not so steep that it would be marked "impassable to 
tanks" on a going map, but the going is extremely difficult. In addition, 
for 19 years the Syrians had been building up and strengthening with 
concrete, wire, trenches and dug—in tanks this natural line of defence 
with its commanding view of the Israeli settlements on the plains below. 
The defences in parts were 10 km deep. 


2. The Israeli side of the border, apart from LAKE TIBERIAS, is mainly 
open cultivated land of fields and groves. Over the years the Israelis 
had planted a double line of trees along the roads to provide cover for 
their vehicles. 


ORDER OF BATTLE 
Syrian Army 


36 IDF Intelligence estimated that the Syrian Heights xvere held by 
three Infantry Brigades — the 11th, 8th, and 19th, each supported by a 
tank battalion, in the forward positions. Two further Infantry Brigades — 
the 90th and 32nd, also supported by a tank battalion were each deployed 

to give depth to the defences. The 90th Brigade north of the road 

QNAITRA YB 6468 — ROSHPINNA YB 3752, and the 32nd south of this road. 
During the period 5-8 June Israeli deceptive movements in the KAROZIN 

YB 4044 area resulted in the movement of the 80th Syrian Infantry Brigade 
into the general area QRAANE YB 4947 — QOUSBIYE YB 5452< 


4. A striking force of two Armoured and two Mechanised Brigades was 
positioned astride the QNAITRA — ROSHPINNA road from the Customs House 
YB 4756 north eastwards. 


5. Israeli claims, considered reasonably accurate, are that there were 
265 light and heavy artillery pieces and 200 anti-aircraft guns in the 
defences. 


Israeli Army 


On It is difficult to determine exactly the Israeli forces deployed 
under GOC Northern Command on 5 June because accounts of the actions on 
this Front only refer in any detail to 9 and 10 June, It is reasonably 
certain that after 8 June some Israeli formations/units were redeployed 
from either the central or SINAI fronts, perhaps from both, These 
probably included at least one Infantry Brigade, two Armoured Battalions 
and a Parachute Force. 


Te On 5 June the forces deployed probably consisted of; 
One Divisional HQ 
Two Armoured Brigades 
Two Mechanised Brigades 
Three Infantry Brigades or their equivalents. 
/8. Thes-- 
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8a The Divisional HQ was to control the sector south and east of LAKE 
TIBERIAS. During the period 5~7 June the Divisional HQ with one Armoured 
and one mechanised Brigade under command, operated on the Northern Sector 
of the Central Front. 





THE ISRAELI PLAN 





o. The Israeli plan was to remain on the defensive against SYRIA while 
they destroyed the Egyptian Army in the SINAI. 


10. Initially the Israeli Cabinet was Eee to risk an attack on 
SYRIA as it considered this might have resulted in Soviet intervention, 
especially if DAMASCUS, the centre of Soviet influence in the Middle East, 
was threatened. As a result of pressure put on the Cabinet by GOC 
Northern Command, backed by strong public feeling, tbe attack on SYRIA was 
authorised early on 9 June. 











11. By this date, reinforcements from other fronts had carried out some 
measure of re-equipment, re-supply, and had rested, also the Israeli Air 
Force was able to soften up the Syrian defences before the ground forces 
advanced. 








12. Because the strength of the Syrian defences which, together with ~ 
the topography of the area, made any frontal assault a hazardous and 
probably a lengthy operation, GOC Northern Command planned to make his main 
attacks on the northern and southern flanks- Neither was an easy task 

but the Syrian defences were not in such strength, nor so seo as in the 
centre. 5 


ibs It was necessary for ISRAEL to make a fast decisive attack to gain 
complete control of the high ground before SYRIA could make use of a cease- 
fire to halt an advance. 





THE SIRIAN PLAN 


14. The Syrians, most vociferous of the Arab countries in their demands 
to attack ISRAEL, have always shown caution in committing their forces. 
Their plan was to remain on the defensive and not to launch a large scale 
attack against ISRAEL until they were certain that Israeli forces were 
sufficiently weakened elsewhere to ensure SUCCESS. 














15. The Israelis claim to have captured plans for a three pronged Syrian 
advance; the main attack in the centre through MISHMAR HAYARDEN YB 455A 
directed on HAIFA and NAZARETH; an attack south of Lake TIBERIAS to 

AFULA YB 14105 and an advance in the north through LEBANON to ACRE. 




















PRELIMINARY ACTION 


Ground Operations 


16. From § to 8 June Syrian artillery shelled a large number of 
settlements heavily and continuously but they were unable to damage the 
hidden Israeli.vehicles and armour, The Israelis generally held their 
fire to avoid giving away their positions. 











17. From 5 June onwards, in order to deceive the enemy as to his 
intentions and thus prevent Syrian reserves being deployed to strengthen 
the flanks, GOC Northern Command ordered movement to take place in the 
KAROZIN YB 4044 area. As a result, the Syrians anticipated an Israeli 
attack on QNAITRA astride the road leading north east from ROSHPINNA. 
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18. On 6 Juno three small Syrian attacks were made by infantry 
supported by tanks against DAN YB 4781, TEL DAN Y3 4782, and SHEAR YASHUV 
YB 4680. These attacks were not pressed with any great determination 
and were easily driven off. If they were intended to put the Israeli 
defences off balance, or to draw reserve forces to the north, they were 
entirely unsuccessful. 








19- On 8 June a larger attack mounted by a Syrian Mechanised Brigade 
towards MISHMAR HAYARDEN was broken up largely by the IAF and also by 
artillery fire while it was forming up on the Syrian side of the border. 
It appears that this attack was ponderous and that the troops were not 
practiced and were assembling strictly according to the booke 





Air Action 


20. Between 5 to 8 June the IAF was increasingly called upon to attack 
the Syrian artillery positions which were extremely well dug ine Air 
attacks were also made on Syrian tank concentrations and on 6 June a group 
of tanks to the east of the bridge at BENOT YA'AQOV YB 4555 was badly 
mauled. 

















21. The aircraft used were Ouragans, Mysteres, Super Mysteres and Fouga 
Magisterse They were employed on the followiug principal taskss 











ae Attacks against Syrian anti-aircraft guns organic to Syrian 
units, and those deployed along the front. Many of the batteries 
were deployed in a circle of six guns and presented ideal targets 
for dive bombing. The new Israeli designed air burst fragmentation 
bombs were particularly effective against personnel. 








b. Attacking artillery positions (after neutralising the anti- 
alreratt Gus )is Again the fragmentation bombs were very 
effective, but while neutralising the fire temporarily the 
attacks did not destroy the positionse 


ce Attacks against tank and vehicle concentrations in support 


of the ground forcese 








22s As the week went by the IAF found itself with more aircraft than 
targets or space in which to attack, The Syrian gunners stopped firing 
as soon as aircraft appeared, To keep up the pressure, the IAF dropped 
flares and made noises tnroughout the night The IAF aim during this 
period was to break the Syrians will to fight. 














ATTACK ON THE SYRIAN HEIGHTS 


Dante At 1130 on 9 June the Israeli attack began, An armoured Brigade 
attacked from the area of KEFAR SZOLD YB 4876. The Israelis chose the 
most difficult route of approach to achieve tactical surprise. This 
Brigade had considerable engineer support to clear lanes through the 
enemy minefields and assist vehicles over the difficult ground, In the 

lead, protected by infantry, were civilian bulldozers manned by engineers, 
which prepared a rough road for the tanks and half tracks, Once through 
the minefields the Brigade split up and advanced on ZAORA YB 5379 ahd 
EL EHEILA YB 5373- 


























24e About two kilometres further north, the GOLANI Infantry Brigade 
attacked the Syrian positions at TEL AZAZIYAT and BOURJ BRAVIL (YB 5080 
area) and TEL FAQR YB 5180. These positions were considered impervious 
to armoure The Syrians were entrenched in bunkers gouged out of the 
mountainside and connected with one another by concrete lined trenches, 
and protected by lines of barbed wire. The advancing troops came under 
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heavy fire from small arms and dug in tanks. As they reached the 
emplacements the fighting became fierce. The Syrians fought bitterly and 
at TEL FAQR close quarter fighting continued for three hours. After taking 
the positions the Brigade advanced northwest to capture BANIAS YB 5/82. 


25» South of the armoured attack, another Infantry Brigade with armoured 
support attacked in the area from GONEN YB 4768 south of ASHMURA YB 4660, 
with the object of creating diversions and making breaches in the Syrian 
defences. The Syrians called in tank support which was attacked from the 
air and a number of breaches were made. 


26. By 2100 on 9 June the Israelis had secured the line between EL RHEILA 
to BANIAS in the north in addition to breaching the defences from GONEN 
southwards. 


27- The night 9/10 June was spent in regrouping, resupplying, enlarging 
the breaches, and improving the routes already forceu through the Syrian 
minefields. 


28. The fierce fighting and the continuous direct and indirect air 
support, controlled by a command post airborne in a Dakota, on 9 June 
appears to have cracked the Syrians and the advances on 10 June were 
relatively fast. The Syrians were still in their second line of trenches 
at dawn but began to withdraw between 0900 to 1000. 


29. On 10 June, in the north, an Infantry Brigade with armoured support 
attacked and quickly captured MASSAADB YB 5781 and then cleared the area 
to the east and north of the village, A small part of this Brigade 
attacked from the area of DAM north east through CHEBAA YB 4883 and cleared 
the area of the Syrian/Lebanese frontier and the south-western slopes of 

Mt HEBRON. 


30- The Armoured Brigade advanced rapidly south east from EL RHEILA 
towards QNAITRA which was reached at 1430. The GOLANI Infantry Brigade 
followed to clear the town, Afterwards the Armoured Brigade moved south 
on BOUTMIYE YB 6949. 


31. The armour of the Brigade which had attacked in the GO0ilELI area and 
to the south advanced through RAQUEYE YB 5168 - DALOUE YB 5865 and south 
of TELL ABOU NIDA YB 6067 to QMAITRA. The Infantry Battalions of this 
Brigade cleared the area to the south and in the direction of BOUTMIYE. 


32. Meanwhile, on 10 June in the south, an Infantry Brigade attacked 
the Syrian positions on the high ground to the east of LAKE TIBERIAS 
and captured TAWFIQ YB 4823 and the positions to the north along the 
escarpment overlooking the Lake, At the north-east end of the Lake it 
linked up with a small force advancing south-east from KAROZIN. 


33. An Armoured Brigade forced its way through the YARMUK Gorge towards 
EL HAMMA YB 50205 then north—east to DAABOUSIYE YB 5527 and HSITE 

YB 6033, eventually reaching BOUTMIYE where it linked up with the forces 
advancing from the north. 


34. A helicopter—borne Parachute Force was landed on the plateau south 
of FIQ YB 5329 to prevent the movement of Syrian reserves and to support 
the Armoured and Infantry attacks, This force advanced astride the road 
through FIQ qnd KHISFINE YB 6438 to BOUTMIYE. Another Parachute Force 
was landed by helicopter south-east of BOUTMIYE. 


35. Throughout 10 June the full weight of the Israeli Air Force was 
available to support the ground attacks. 


36. By the time the cease fire became into effect at 1830 on 10 June 
the GOLAN Heights were cleared and the whole area from the slopes of 
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ERMOW in the north, along a line running east of QNAITRA and BOUTMIYE, 
From there south-east to EL HHMMA, was in Israeli hands. 








CASUALTIE 


37] > The Syrians lost most of the field and anti-aircraft artillery in 
the forward positions and about 100 out of their total of 600 tanks. 
There were heavy casualties in the three forward infantry brigades and 
in a motorised brigade. One, possibly two, of the infantry brigades 
comprised recently mobilized reservists. The Israeli losses were 

115 killed and 306 wounded. 
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CHAPTER VI 


THE NAVAL WAR 


1. Of the Arab navies, only that of the UAR took part in the war. 
The Syrian navy, which was close enough to have mounted hit and run 
attacks with its guided missile fast patrol boats against the Israeli 
coastline, confined itself throughout hostilities to defensive 
patrolling of its own coast. 


2. In this account, therefore, only the activities of the Israeli and 
Egyptian navies are described. 


THE ISRAELI AND EGYPTIAN NAVIES 
ISRAEL 


3. The Israelis, having always planned for a short war in which their 
enemies would be their Arab neighbours, had realistically not contemplated 
major actions at sea or the possibility of a sea blockade by either side. 
The Israeli navy, therefore, had been designed mainly to defend the 
Mediterranean Sea ports and populated coastline against tip and run 
attacks by Arab naval units, but had also specialised in special operation 
techniques, its submarines and MTB's being fitted to carry frogmen and 
saboteurs. It had no minesweeping capability and relied on underwater 
swimmers to clear mines from the approaches to the main harbours. 

Its anti-submarine capability was known to be poor and an Air Force 
helicopter unit provided airborne anti-submarine support. 


4. On 5 June, Israeli naval strength was two Z class destroyers, one 
frigate, one anti-suhmarine vessel, nine MTBs, and a few landing craft 

and auxiliaries; one submarine was fully operational, while the other 

was unable to submerge. 


EGYPT 


be Against this small Israeli Navy the Egyptians had built a much 
more powerful fleet designed not only to deal with ISRAEL if need be, 
but remembering her helplessness during the SUEZ war against Allied 
Naval vessels offshore, perhaps planned to deal with any similar 
confrontations with the West. The selection of ships tended to confirm 
that this was the thinking behind its composition, By mid—1967 it was 
the largest naval force in the eastern MEDITERRANEAN and still expanding. 
It was heavily dependent on Soviet equipment and training, On the 
morning of 5 June it comprised six destroyers, three old frigates, 

12 submarines, 18 guided missile FPB's (each carrying either two or 

four missiles each with a range of 15 miles and a 1200-1500 lbs HE 
warhead), 12 anti-submarine coastal escorts, upwards of 30 MTB’s and a 
number of smaller patrol craft. The destroyers, submarines, MTB's 

and submarine chasers were fitted for minelaying although they rarely 
exercised in this role. 


PREPARATIONS FOR WAR 


6. In response to the increasing tension the Israelis, on 19 May, 
launched a crash programme to bring their naval forces up to as high a 
state of readiness as possible. A naval operating base was established 
at ASHDOD for MTB's and other light naval craft. New guns and radar 
were requisitioned and fitted to several vessels and ships under refit 
were completed with a minimum of delay. 
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7. On 18 May the Egyptians put a force into SHAHM EL SHEIKH and 
subsequently declared an embargo against ships carrying strategic materials 
northwards up the Gulf of AQABA to the Israeli's only southern port and 
outlet to the RED SEA at EILAT. In support of this operation the 
Egyptians moved some 35 warships and naval auxiliaries into the ESD SEA 
from the MEDDITERRANEAN; these included three destroyers, two submarines 
and a number of PPBGMs. 


8. The Israelis were to use this deployment to their own advantage. 
They had long been aware of the threat against their MEDITERRANEAN coastal 
areas from EGYPT’s destroyers and missile carrying FPBs and the paucity of 
their own naval force with which to combat it. Their intention, therefore, 
was to persuade the Egyptians to move as much as possible of their Fleet 
into the RED LEA and away from the MEDITERRANEAN. 


9. By moving four landing craft overland across the NEGEV to EILAT, 
taking them back inland at night, moving them south again the next day ever 
the same route and repeating this several times, together with sending their 
only three MTBs in the area on patrols south-west of the Gulf of AQABA, the 
Israelis appear to have convinced the Egyptians that they were going to 
attack the force at SHARM-EL-3HEIKH and thus raise the blockade of EILAT. 
This caused the Egyptians further to reinforce their forces in the area. 


10. By the outbreak of war 30 per cent of the Egyptian Navy was thus 

committed to the RED SEA. SUEZ was the main base of operations of this 
force and HURGHADA, on the Egyptian coast immediately opposite SHARM EL 

SHEIKH, was used as the forward operating port. 


11. The majority of the remainder of the Egyptian Navy had been deployed 
to PORT SAID where it carried out intensive patrol activity up to the 
outbreak of war. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 
5 June 


12. Soon after dark on bhe first day of the war, the Israeli Navy 

carried out surface sweeps off PORT SAID and ALEXANDRIA with its MTBs, to 
try and make contact with any Egyptian vessels leaving harbour, Two miles 
off PORT SAID contact was made by MTBs and a destroyer with 2 OSA FPBGMs 
heading north-west. The Egyptian ships were not using radar and the 
Israelis closed to 800 yards before opening fire, One of the OSA's was hit 
and they both immediately turned and fled back into harbour; it is unlikely 
that the OSAs (which were not fully worked up) had their missiles fitted. 


13. Simultaneously with the MTB attacks against the Egyptian FPBs, an 
Israeli submarine approached the entrance to ALEXANDRIA harbour where it 
released a force of six frogmen. Although the Israelis claimed that this 
force sank a number of ships in the harbour, including at least one OSA or 
Komar, no evidence has come to light as to what exactly was achieved, All 
six frogmen were subsequently captured» It was reported that the Israeli 
submarine was subsequently depth—charged by an Egyptian frigates however, 
it was able to return to base. 


14. The Israeli pre-emptive air strikes and these actions caused the 
Egyptians to evacuate PORT SAID completely the next morning and withdraw 
all their MEDITERRANEAN naval forces to ALEXANDRIA from where the missile 
carrying FPBs had not the range to reach TEL AVIV or HAIFA. 


15» During this first night came the only real attempt at an Egyptian 
naval offensive. 2 destroyers and 6 MTBs of the Red Sea force were 
sailed up the Gulf of AQABA ostensibly to attack EILAT. However, half 


[way >>» 


- 40 - 


SECRET 





SECRET 


way up the Gulf the Commander turned his force round ahd headed for home. 
He was acting on the advice of Naval H.Q. after reporting that they had 
encountered deteriorating visibility hut by this time HURGHADA airfield 
had been bombed and it was probably thought prudent not to continue if 
air support could not be expected from this airfield. In fact, all the 
Israelis could have produced in defence were 3 MIBs which had been 
deployed 20 miles south of EI[LAT to meet such a raid. 


16. There is no doubt that the air raids on HURGHADA worried the 
Egyptians and they thereafter withdrew their RED SEA Fleet to SUEZ, thus 
lifting the blockade of the Straits of TIEAN. 


7 and 8 June 


17> At least three UAR submarines were deployed to patrol off 
HAIFA and ASHDOD during the war. It is not known if their intention 
was minelaying, torpedo attack, or the landing of saboteurs, but they 
achieved nothing. During the nights of 7 and 8 June the inadequately 
equipped Israeli anti-submarine units achieved three contacts, the 
prosecution of which was greatly helped by the poor tactics of the 
Egyptian Commanding Officers- One one occasion an Israeli patrol 
boat opened fire on a periscope with its machine-gun causing the 
submarine to dive deepf and on another, an Isiaeli destroyer attacked a 
possible contact 15 miles off HAIFA- Large quantities of oil and air 
bubbles were seen, but the results were inconclusive- 


18. This ended the naval contribution to the war and thereafter until 
the Cease Fire the Egyptian Navy remained virtually confined to the 


harbours of SUEZ,from which it was impossible to proceed north into the 
MEDITERRANEAN because of the blockage of the Canal, and ALEXANDRIA. 
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CHAPTER VII 














INTELLIGENCE AND DECEPTION 


1. Security in the Israeli Defence Force was absolute. Their 
Intelligence system was very good indeed, and there is little doubt that 
deception played a prominent part in their planning. 





Intelligence 


2. The Arab nations had not underrated the value of Intelligence. To 
the neutral observer it was apparent that EGYPT and SYRIA in particular 
were devoting increasing attention to security and intelligence activities. 
At the outbreak of war, however, they knew much less about the disposition 
and intention of the Israelis than the Israelis knew about them, Their 
organisations failed, or were unable, to make effective use of the Arab 
minority already living inside Israel; but they probably failed most in 
the collation aspect of Intelligence, the methodical sifting snd 
recording of facts, Syrian pilots attacked a decoy airfield, ignoring 
the real airfield nearby, On captured Egyptian operation orders the 
co-ovdinates of airfields are misplaced. 

















3 Israeli Intelligence, on the other hand, excelled in the recording 
of minute detail, guarding such detail with strict security, and finally 
disseminating it widely to the sailors, soldiers and airmen who needed 

to know. 








4. General Dayan, in a book published some years before the war, 
records that in 1956 he allowed a commander to reconnoitre the sand dunes 
south of EL ARISH. At the time he insisted that only two men should be 
sent and that they should wear Arab sandals in case their tracks were 
seen. It was along these sand dunes over ten years later that General 
Yaffe infiltrated a whole armoured brigade. 











ote Israeli pilots were completely familiar with potential targets. 
They needed only to hear a code-word to know their task. Their almost 
uncanny accuracy indicates that the details given to them were correct; 
they even knew the location of dummy aircraft. Before attacking in 
SINAI, commanders were able to make sand models of the enemy ground and 
defences from air photographs, and troops attacking in the JERUSALEM 
area were quickly issued with air photographs before advancing to 
attack. 




















Radio Intelligence 


6. From various statements it appears that each Israeli division had 
a unit attached consisting of Arabic-speaking Jews equipped with the 
necessary radios to listen-in all the time to their adversary's battle 
orders. They may also have had small detachments with the forward 
troops. At the same time it seems probable that wireless and other 
equipment may have been used to issue false orders to the Arabs. 








Security 


7e Both sides paid strict attention to security before the war. 

EGYPT and SYRIA were inclined to totalitarian methods of censorship and 
restriction, while the Israelies were more subtle; they aimed to 
cultivate the friendship of other nations by appearing open and frank 
but at the same time they guarded with the most stringent security the 
details which vould allow foreigners to estimate exact strength and 
intentions. No unit numbers were disclosed; they spoke in general 
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terns of a "brigade" or a "tank unit". Identification narks and factory 
numbers were unobtrusively obliterated on military photographs released 
for propaganda. 


Deception 


8. While the Israelis have published their tactical advances and ai 
strikes, they have been singularly reticent to mention any form of 
deception. From a study of the whole campaign it would appear however, 
that they attached great importance to this element, Their organisation 
is probably divided into two Sectors, oral and physical. 























9. Deception on the grand scale was employed to deceive the Egyptians 
and the world in general over the initial surprise attack} this was a 
high-level exercise involving prominent members of the government, In 
the week preceding the war, they proclaimed that the initiative had been 
lost, that Israel must now play a waiting game. On 31 May the Israeli 
Chief of Staff issued an address to the forces telling them to be patient. 
Israel must now wage a political campaign, he said. On Saturday evening 
3 June General Dyan, the new Defence Minister, declared publically that 

it was too late now for spontaneous military action; diplomacy must be 
given a chance. Cabinet meetings which were held on Saturday night and 
early Sunday, at which the decision to strike was no doubt taken, resulted 
in a bland communique dealing with mundane problems and implying that 
matters were returning to normal, Finally, many Israeli troops were sent 
on leave on Saturday and Sunday. Pictures of them lying nn the beaches 
helped to augment the atmosphere of a nation biding its time, On the 
strategic level, the Israelis deceived the Egyptians into believing that 
any attack would come in the South to open the Straits of TIRAIJ. They 
gave an impression of a large concentration of troops and tanks near 
KUNTILLA by using dummy vehicles and bogus wireless nets. Four Landing 
Craft on transporters were moved in daylight along the southern desert 
road to EILAT. They returned under cover cf darkness and the procedure 
repeated ssveral times, to imply preparations for a seaborne assault. 
These bogus threats caused, among other things, the diversion of one third 
of Egyptian naval strength from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea. 










































































10. The Israelis considered that the Egyptians would make an 
appreciation thus: the Jews do not make frontal attacks; they will 
therefore avoid our strong positions on the three main axes, the only 
feasible routes for vehicles through North SINAI, and try to penetrate 
in the South. 











141, Meanwhile the Israelis were planning attacks on two of those very 
positions, at RAFAH and at ABU AWEIGLLA. True ‘to form, they came in from 
the flanks and the rear. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
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CONCLUSIONS 





THE CIRCUMSTANCES 





Introduction 


1s Conclusions drawn from the conduct of both sides during the war must be 
viewed in perspective against the particular circumstances of place and time 
in which the fighting took place, The main factors which affected the 
conduct of operations are set out below. 





Israeli Special Factors 


2 Ever since 1948, Israeli military thinking has been dominated by the 
need to prepare for the day of reckoning with the Egyptian Armed Eorces. The 
place has always been reckoned to be in SINAI and in EGYPT proper, Only the 
timing and the circumstances were unknown. 








Be The Jordanian military presence on the West Bank of the river JORDAN 
was regarded as tolerable provided that no other significant Arab forces were 
established there. No offensive action was therefore contemplated against 
JORDAN. 








4. The Syrians were reckoned incapable of offensive action. Strategy 
towards SYRIA was therefore defensive, though the desire to clean out the 
artillery positions in the Syrian hills overlooking northern ISRAEL was stronge 


be Israeli defence policy was therefore geared to the need to build as 
strong an Army and Air Eorce as possible to implement the strategy outlined 
above, with the Navy virtually starved of men and equipment. 





6.  Inrecent years the massive Russian arms aid to the UAR, SYRIA and IRAQ 
has highlighted the growing imbalance in the numbers of combat aircraft, 
tanks and artillery pieces available to the Arab Powers, The Israeli Air 
Force therefore relied increasingly on the concept of pre-emptive strikes 
carried out by high performance fighter/ground attack aircraft. Israeli 
Army training policy turned increasingly to the concept of mobile operations 
spearheaded by armoured forces, For these the Centurion tank upgunned with 
the 105 mm was considered essential. 








Te In’ the light sofevents. in 195A, the Israelis were obsessed with the need 
to carry out the maximum of destruction of their adversaries’ equipment 
in the minimum of time; their operational plans were therefore dominated by 
the thought "how much time have we got before the Great Powers and/or the UN 


force us to cease fire". 














8. Above all the morale of the Israeli forces was very high indeed, they 
Felt themselves engaged in a life or death struggle; they had faith in their 
leaders, their training and their equipment. 


Egyptian Special Factors 


Qe Nasser and his generals were obsessed with the need to secure the 
territorial integrity of EGYPT proper e.g. EGYPT less SINAI, His strategy was 
therefore primarily defensive and remained so right up to the time of the 
Israeli attack. 





10. Since October 19%2 the Egyptian forces had been pinned down in large 
numbers in the YEMEN, Here they had gained much movement and deployment 
experience but had gained few, if any, battle honours, Morale generally 
was low in consequence amongst the UAR forces. 
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11. No effective Army signals and formation training exercises had ever been 
held in SINAI to prepare for offensive, let alone mobile defensive battles. 
Fixed defences, largely linear in character, had been prepared covering nodal 
communications points and the few airfields which had been built or modernised 
since 1956. In general three main defensive areas in echelon had been created 
astride the only tarmac road system from the Israeli border to the Canale A 
similar defensive system existed on the axis SILAT-SUEZ. In theory a complete 
armoured division was available as general reserve in the area of the third 
echelon defences covering the new airfields on BIR GIFGAFA and BIR EL THEMADA. 
In practice much of this reserve had been dissipated further forward before 

the Israelis attacked. 


12. Up to the moment of the Israeli attack, Nasser appears to have taken 
the view that he was ready and willing for the Israelis to attack in SINAI, 
though he nay well have hoped that international pressure, particularly 
Russian, would prevent it. 


Jordanian Special Factors 


13- Jordanian strategy had always been strictly defensive. Under United 
Arab Command auspices five new brigades had been formed on the West Bank 
since 1964. These were strictly for static defence with a low scale of 
transport and supporting weapons. The cream of the Army consisted of the 
two armoured brigades which normally were located just east of the Jordan 
river, together with the remainder of the infantry, mainly Bedouin Arab 
units. Should the Israelis ever attack the Vest Bank, it was hoped to save 
the armoured and royal units on the East Eahk. 


14. This strategy was rudely shattered on 30 May when King Hussein flew 

to CAIRO and signed a pact with Nasser which placed his forces under command 
of an Egyptian General, committed him to offensive action against ISRAEL in 
the event of hostilities and permitted the entry of Iraqi Army formations on 
to his territory. The subsequent arrival of Egyptian Commandos in JORDAN and 
the impending arrival of Iraqi troops may well have finally convinced the 
Israeli Cabinet to order the attack on 5 June. 


15. The Jordanian defensive philosophy and logistic system were, in the event, 
quite unable to cope vrith the effects of the swift Israeli riposte to their 
limited offensive action on 5 June. 


Syrian Special Factors 


16. Because of numerous purges of the officer corps resulting from the 
many coups in DAMASCUS in recent years, the Syrian forces were incapable of 
offensive action>. 


17. Their strategy had been for many years to build ever thicker and more 
heavily protected defences in the hills overlooking the Syrian border and 
to deploy their mobile forces in rear of them to cover DAMASCUS. 


GENERAL_CONCLUSIONS 


18. The speed and completeness of the Israeli victory depended to a very great 
extent on the success of the pre-emptive air strikes which heralded the out- 
break of the war. The achievement of air superiority over the battle area 
and the provision of air support of the ground forces in ample measure were 
shown to be vital factors in the conduct of large scale mobile land operations. 


' 19. Israeli land and air operations were based upon the most meticulous 

| collection and evaluation of intelligence from all sources» During the battle 
extensive use continued to be made of up to the minute intelligence reports. 

| Once again it was shown that first class intelligence is the handmaiden of both 

operational planning and control of the battle. 
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20. Israeli morale was of the highest order; their opponents were nervous and 
uncertaine Morale was once again proved to be a vital principle of war. ic 
was a major factorin the defeat of numerically superior enemies. 








21. The Israelis set great store by first class maintenance standards in peace. 
The rates of aircraft availability during the six days of war and the mileage 
done by their tanks without breakdownwere proof of how great a pay off they 
gained by rigid insistence upon the highest possible standards of maintenance. 


22. The Israelis exceeded their own expectations in the weapon training skill 

of their air crews, their tank crews and their support weapon teams generally. 

The results contributed materially to the speed and completeness of their victory. 
Adequate stocks of practice ammunition, the availability of field firing rangps 
and insistence on the highest standards of accuracy contributed to the high degree 
of skill achieved. 











23. The Israelis succeeded in defeating forces which outnumbered them both on 
land and in the air and which were equipped as well, and in certain cases better 
than they were. Over and above the advantages gained by surprise and the use of 
interior lines to defeat their enemies in detail, significant factors in their 
success seen to have been: 


ae the quality of their best tanks (Centurions with 105 mm guns) 
and. airerare: (Mirages )& 





be the skill with which these were commanded and handled individually. 





24. The flexibility of the control of the Israeli land and air forces to 
exploit success and to counter the unforeseen was another battle winning factor. 
This control was exercised from a joint operations centre in TEL AVIV. Methods 
of command and control generally appear to have been on British lines; their 
communications appear to have been first rate and their reaction times to new 
situations were cut to the lowest possible margin by numerous and realistic 
exercises in peace. 





25. The Israelis made extensive use of deception by land, sea and air to 
knock the Egyptians off balance at the time of their attack, Their methods 
were not particularly novel, but their success underlines the need for any 
operational plan to include effective deception actione 








CONCLUSIONS TO BE DRAWN FROM LAND OPERATIONS 





26. General Proviso. All the conclusions set out below are subject to 

the very special conditions of desert terrain and the nature of the enemy 
against which the Israelis had to contend. They are also subject to the 
special circumstcnees in which the Israelis found themselves, Great risks 
had to be taken to ensure a quick victory, The talcing of these risks and 
the overcoming of the difficulties involvedwere made easier by the knowledge 
that they were fighting for the very existence of their country. 




















Pace ves; ancUoctrine 


27- General The Israeli philosphy for battle is believed to be Speed, 
Surprise end Night Movement, and this philosophy was evident throughout the 
forces. Commanders were trained to maintain impetus and never lose contact 
with the enemy. They were taught to attack always from an unexpected 
direction at an unexpected place or at an unexected time to gain surprise, 
and whenever possible, they moved by night. 


28. Doctrine of Indirect Approach. In their planning the Israelis sought 
the weakest point in the defences and would attack there even when the 
physical barriers seemed strongest. General Yaffe led a brigade of 
tanks across sand dunes thought to be impassable by the Egyptians, but 

the Israelis remembered that they had reconnoitred them ten years 
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previously and found movement just possible. General Sharon attacked the 
trenches at ABU A7EIGLLA from the flank where again the dunes were thought 

to provide a defence. In the attack against the Syrian heights the Israelis 
chose a precipitous approach slong which they had to cut tracks with bulldozers 
because they knew their enemy held this in slightly weaker strength than 
elsewhere. 


'29. Priorities. The Israelis regarded Arab artillery as potentially very 

| dangerous and a special problem. They made it their first objective before 

| infantry and tank attacks using air support and helicopter-bcrne troops where 

| necessary tO neutralise it before the infantry came in, though at ABU AWEIGLLA 
| General Sharon's Division suffered most of their casualties in the period 
before the paratroopers had reached the guns. At RAFAH General Tal, faced by 
_an artillery brigade (70 artillery pieces) decided to attack through the dunes, 
, right round the flank of the infantry defended localities to attack the 

| artillery brigade and neutralise it before taking on the main defences from 

| the rear. 


30. Exploitation’ lufter breaking through the frontier defences covering 

the main position into SINAI, the Israeli doctrine was to thrust through with 
armoured forces to seize all important road junctions and bottlenecks deep in 
the rear of the Eyptian defences. Their thrusts were carried Out with complete 
disregard to the flanks or the numbers bf enemy formations cut off, relying on 
air dropped supplies in the initial phase until road communications could be 
secured. 


31. Comment This offensive doctrine would seen unexceptionable, though 
bold, in the particular circumstances of the desert terrain in SINAI and 
against an enemy of the calibre of the Egyptians. 


Training 


32. Throughout the bar there is evidence that Israeli Commanders gave 
operational directions to subordinates 2nd then let then get on with it 
on their own initiative. Arab troops on the other hand, appeared to be 
trained to work strictly according to orders and became confused when the 
situation changed. 


33. Marksmanship Infantrymen were taught to shoot to kill rather than 
spray an area with fire, Tank gunners shot accurately at ranges greater 
than the listed capability of the gun. The Israeli Armoured Corps 
Commander stated that every single tank gunner was trained to hit 

targets at 3,500 metres. The effective range of the 105 mn gun is 
listed at only 3,000 metres. He claimed that the ballistic capabilities 
of the gun is greater than this and the best Israeli gunners could hit 
and destroy a tank at 4,000 and even 5,000 metres. The Russian T-55 tank 
guns are capable of firing at the same range as the British Centurions but 
the Egyptians were not accurate over 2,000 metres. Targets of only 2 ft 
diameter were used for shooting practice which represented all that could 
be seen of the low—built Russian tank. 


34. Night Training It has not been possible to discover the proportion of 
tine devoted to night training. Many Israeli Commanders have claimed that 
they specialise in it and when opportunity occurred they fought throughout 
the night using illuminations. However, on balance it is assessed that 
their training was mainly directed to movement by night. 


35. Armour 


ae Soviet AFVs These vehicles are undoubtedly good when fought 
properly. “Although at tines the Egyptian crews fought well, generally 
speaking they were not able to get the most out of their tanks. The 
T-55 has good armour and a good gun as well as having excellent 
mobility. | However its ammunition proved inferior to that used by the 
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Centurion tanks and the AP shot used was normally ineffective against 
Centurion glacis and frontal turret armour, The T-55s were the only 
tanks fitted with commander's and gunner's IRj it was not often used, 
and then not too well- However the Israelis felt that it could have 
been used to good effect. Egyptian tanks did not normally open fire 
above 1500-2000 metres which put them at a disadvantage to the Israeli 
Centurion which often opened up at 3 cr 4000 metres and even up to 
5000 metres on occasion. 


The JS3 heavy tanks were not effective due to their lack of 
mobility. 


The APCs - BTR 152 and EL WALID - were used mainly as taxis and not 
combat vehicles. A few BTR 50 P were used. 


Approximately 660 out of an initial total of 900 UAR tanks were 
left lying in the Sinai desert either abandoned or destroyed - many 
were Still "bombed up" - with their owners boots standing beside them. 
The T-54/55 tanks showed a tendency to catch fire - either their 
ammunition or their petrol - when hit. 


be Centurion Tanks - The Centurion tank came out of this encounter 
with flying colours. While insufficient details are available of both 
the range, calibre and type of anti-tank fire encountered and also 

the ranges at which enemy tanks were destroyed for an analysis of its 
effectiveness, its armour kept out most anti-tank fire, its gun 

and ammunition destroyed enemy tanks and its mobility was adequate. 

Its reliability - particularly under harsh desert conditions - was better 
than expected, The main criticism levelled against it was its lack of 
range of operation. The vay the Israelis used the tank opens up a new 
concept in the accurate use of the gun at long ranges. Very few caught 
fire when hit. 


ce Armoured tactics The Israelis exhibited the success of the classical 
concept of armour by the use of fast moving, flexible armoured 
concentrations striking deep into enemy territory causing consternation 

in the rear and demoralising the Egyptian front line troops. 


Artillery 


ae The numerical balance was heavily in the Egyptians' favour- They 
concentrated their guns in the rear of the main defended localities, 
thus giving the Israelis good targets for air strikes and parachute 
drops. By taking advantage of this the Israelis prevented the artillery 
from influencing the battle in all but two cases. When the Egyptian 
artillery was brought to bear it caused heavy casualities, but no mutual 
fire support plan appeared to exist and there is no indication of its 
use in the local anti-tank role. Finally in the last resort the 
Egyptians did little or nothing to render their equipment useless before 
capture. 


be Israeli artillery was used in the mobile role in support of armour 
and it appears to have been very effective. 


Ce The above seems to reinforce present doctrine, namely: 


(a) Artillery fire should be concentrated while gun positions 
are kept dispersed. 


Positions must have local defence against all forms 
of attack. 


Artillery must be mobile. 
Artillery fire alone will not stop a determined tank attack. 
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Anti-Tank Guided Weapons 





ae The Egyptians had the Snapper ATOM in quantity, General Yaffe 
claimed that he saw no evidence of its use. General Tal considered 
that more than 400 rounds were fired of which about 6 were effective. 
Points to note are as follows: 





(i) Tal is a dedicated tank man out to discredit the ATGM and 
prove the supremacy of the tank. 


(ii) Snapper was hopelessly outranged in the desert conditions 
but would not be in Europe. 





(ise) Skill and steadiness under fire is needed for its 
successful operation, The Egyptians do not have a very 
full measure of either, ATGM positions may have been badly 
sited and prematurely disclosed. 














(iv) Tal claimed that, even when used within its range limitation, 
y 
Snapper was inaccurate, Only trials can show this 
objectively. 


loys The only safe conclusion to be drawn on ATGM is that it would be 
very wrong to write them off on the evidence so far adduced. The 
Israelis did not have ATGM. 


Engineer 





ae The only item of equipment on which we have evidence of extensive 
use is mines. The Egyptians made great use of them in the initial 
defensive positions at GAZA and ABU AWEIGLLA. They were not fully 
effective due to good Israeli intelligence and the fact that they were 
able to pass the GAZA defensive position on a front less than 1 mile 
wide. 




















be During the Egyptian retreat mines were laid extensively but again 
were not very effective as they were surface laid and often not armed. 





Ce On some occasions, enemy minefields were breached by the use of 
Israeli tanks without special mine detonating devices, This method, 
of course, caused tank casualties but this was accepted in order to 
maintain the momentum of the advance. 





Chemical “arfare 


The extent of defensive Chemical ‘‘arfare equipment captured from the 


Egyptians in SINAI shows how far the Russians regard (ff as a normal weapon. 








CONCLUSIONS TO BE DRAWN FROM TEE AIR EAR 














The Israeli pre-emptive air strikes, leading to the achievement of 





air supremacy in the first few hours of the war, vrere the key to the rapid 
victories achieved by the Israeli Defence Forces, Never in the history of 
military aviation has there been such a dramatic and effective use of air 
power as was demonstrated by the Israelis in this war. Seldom was a plan 
and its execution so simple and in such meticulous accord with the classic 
rules of the use of such power. 











The Israeli Air Force carried out its initial thorough reconnaissance of 


the enemiccuuwsl orcespeits.devastat inguanniiilation of theirmairpower,, and 
its support of the army, as though it were all part of an exercise, ielerc! 
way it was, because the Air Force had rehearsed such a battle for years until 
they kney it backwardse 


Aas 

















The principal factors which contributed to the success of the Israeli 


Air Force were: 
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a. The tactical surprise achieved in the pre-emptive air strikes. 


be Both before and throughout the war the IAF was served by first 
class intelligence. 


ce Detailed planning for the war had been going on for years. In 
the event the execution precisely matched the plan. 


a. The excellent standard of maintenance which enabled the JAF to 
sustain a high rate of effort throughout the war. Each morning 
alsmost 100/\ of the aircraft were serviceable and turn-round times 
were incredibly short. 


ee The weapon accuracies achieved which were better than in 
training. 


CONCLUSIONS TO BE DRAW FROM THE NAVAL WAR 


43, Although the Israeli Navy could not claim to have made a decisive 
contribution to the war, it had good reason to be satisfied with its 
performance. The "Naval Impertinence" (as the Israeli Naval Commander 
subsequently described its part) prevented the greatly superior UAR Navy 
from any form of effective action. The UAR Navy can claim some credit for 
its rapid deployment South of the Canal in May and for its conduct of the 
Straits of TIRAN blockade. During the war itself, however, it achieved nothing. 
Although the lack of air cover from the first hours of the wax was a severe 
handicap, its submarines and FPBs showed a lack of initiative and offensive 
spirit which clearly demonstrated the deficiencies in peace-time training. 

In a short war in this area, naval operations are unlikely to play a decisive 
part; the UAR Navy, with its well-trained naval commando force, could at 
least have tried something against the Israeli coastal lines of communication 
in SINAI. Instead it adopted an almost entirely defensive posture. 
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ARAB AIR FORCES ORDER OF BATTLE AT THE START OF THE AAR 


UAH Iraq Syria Jordan 
ffighter/Grcund Attack 


MIG 15 
MIG 17 
MIG 19 
MIG 21 
SU-7 


Hunter 
Bombers 


IL-28 40 10 


TU-16 30 10 
(5 equipped 
with 2 KENNEL 
missiles each) 


Transpcrts/lielicopter 119 67 
UARAEF Detachment in Yemen 


10 MIG 17; 10 IL-28 and a few MIG 19 supported by a small transport 
force were detached in the Yemen prior to the outbreak of war. 
Some of these aircraft were flown back to UAR once the war started. 


Stored Reserve 


Some 210 MIG 21 had been delivered to the UAR from the USSR by 
October 1966 against 110 believed to be in the front line strength. 
Allowing for 20 lost in accidents, this still leaves over 90% in 
SSS WE c Considerable numbers of other types of aircraft were also 
in stored reserve - some still in their crates. 








ate MIG 15 and 1 x 37mm cannon 


b. MIG 17 and 1 x 37mm cannon + 2 podaeach of 
8 x 57mm RP 


ce MIG 19 cannon + 2 pods each of 8 x 57mm RP 





d. MIG 21 cannon + 2 nTOLL infra-red homing 
air-to-air missiles 


Aircrew 


The aircrew/aircraft ratio is estimated to have been between 
1.25 and 1.5:1 
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ISRAELI AIR _FROCE ON 5 JUNE, 1967 


Aircraft 


1s By the morning of 5th June, the Israeli Air Force is estimated to 
have had 204 fighter/bonber aircraft available fcr operations, made up 
as follows: 


61 Mirage 30 

3 Mirage 3B 

39 Super Mystere 
32 Mystere 4A 

18 Vautour 

5] Ouragan 


In addition, there were 58 Fouga Magister trainers which had a limited 
ground attack capability, and two Mirage 30 and one Vautour for photo 
reconnaissance. Other aircraft included 23 Noratlas, six Stratocruisers, 
20 Dakotas, 28 S.58 helicopters, four Super Erelon helicopters, 46 Piper 
Cubs and 11 Dornier 27s. In view of the long build up prior to hostilities 
and the subsequent results achieved, it is considered that serviceability 
was well in excess of 902 and probably nearer to 100/. 


Aircraft Armament 


2a Dependent on aircraft type, the following range of armament was planned 
for use: 


50, 70, 100, 250, 400 and 500 kilosran bombs 
Napalm 

7.62mm, 20mm and 30mm cannon, mostly armour piercing 
68nm and 80mm SNSB rockets 

Matra R-53() air-to-air missiles (mirage only ) 


3. Two new types of bomb were available which were to introduce a technical 
surprise during the forthcoming operations: 


ae 250, 400 and 500 kilogram proximity fused fragmentation bombs for 
use against artillery, anti-aircraft positions and troops. These 
bombs were designed to air burst above the targets (whether by a 
pressure capsule or tine switch has not been revealed). Ordinary 
shrapnel was used in their manufacture. 


b. A parachute retarded 250 kilogram bomb for use in low level 

attacks on runways. The Israelis may also have used a retro-rocket 
retarded bomb against runways. This may have been a development of the 
parachute-retarded weapon, with forward and rearward firing rockets 

to permit accurate delivery at high speeds and low altitudes. 


4. <A modification was carried out to the Mirage radar-ranging Gyro Gunsight. 
Push buttons (believed to number four) were installed to feed in a pre-set 
current to the sight enabling the sight to be "pegged" at specific ranges. 
Having "pegged" the range as required, the pilot had only to manoeuvre his 
aircraft until the range was achieved and open fire. This device was to prove 
invaluable during dogfights which mostly took place at low level with high 
angles-off and *G* loadings. 


/Aircrew 
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Aircrew 


56 The Israel Air Force Commander has said that throughout the war there 
was never any shortage of pilots. The pilot to aircraft ratio was probably 
between 1.25 and 1.5:1. Reserve pilots flew all types of aircraft. Some 
formed a Fouga Magister squadron at H/.TSFRIM. 
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ISRAELI AIR FORCE CLAIMS AGAINST 








~~ ARAB AIR FORCES AND ACT/'S 
5-10 JUNE 1967 ~ 


1. EGYPT 


as ~Miverstt: (333). 
30 TO-16 
29 IL-28 
14 SU-7 
100 MIG 21 
29 MiG. 19 
29 MIG 15/17 
8 AN-12 
24 IlL-14 
1 MI-4 
10 MI-6 
4 Unidentified 














be Ground 
9 Trains 
388 Tanks (includes all vehicles with full tracks) 
147 Armoured Personnel Carriers 
753 Soft-slcinned vehicles 
8 SA 2 batteries 
9 P30 Radars 
3 P35 Radars 
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